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ADVERTISEMENT, 


— ne — — 


THE following Letters contain the ge- 
nuine Correſpondence of ſeveral amiable La- 


dies, deſcribing the happineſs of a Country 


Life, and the heartfelt pleaſures of real Friend- 


| ſhip; that they pourtray in lively colours the 


tranquil felicity of ſylvan Retirement, muſt 
be acknowledged by every Reader, while they 


hold out and inculcate the moſt pleaſing ſenti- 


ments of Morality, particularly addreſt to the 
Barrisg Fix. 
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NMI DEAR FRIEND, | 


XK THEN you receive this, I hope 
VI ſhall be ſomething nearer 
than 1 have been for many years; at 
leaſt, I hope no ſea will interfere be- 
_- tween our future correſpondence, it 

being my intention, fince Providence 
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has bleſſed my induſtry with affluence, 
to ſettle and end my days in my native 
country: I was happy to hear you 
was ſettled, and long for a regular hiſ- 


tory of your ſingular ſituation, and the 


+49 ge character of your amiable 


Patron.—I, likewiſe, have experienced 
many, and extraordinary occurrences, 
ſince we parted from ſchool, which , 
perhaps, may not be unentertaining to 
you; and, when [I have fixed the ſpot 


for my reſidence, ſhall begin, with my 


friend's permiſſion, a regular corre- 
ſpondence; till when, I expect you 


will prepare materials, and begin the 
work with a prefatory addreſs to me, 
in anſwer to this. I hope your ſiſters, 


whom I have not the happineſs of 


knowing, are well; and ſhall rejoice 


in 


of FELICITY. 3 


in the pleaſure of their acquaintance, 
eſpecially as my ſiſters, who will return 


with me, deſire to cultivate ſome female 
friendſhip; and they ſay, who ſo proper 


as my friend's relations, ſince they have 


no knowledge of any perſon now in 
England, as they were but infants 


when I took them to with me. 


Therefore, I expe& a favourable and 
quick anſwer, which you may direct 
for me at Dover, where I may ſtay, + 


perhaps, a few weeks, till I meet with 


a ſituation to my mind. I remain, with 
fincere and laſting friendſhip. 


'_  Your's, 


T. WARTON. 
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LETTER II. 
FER — Py FF BEER — 


R. M. 10 T. V. 


— 


J Received your's with the greateſt 


— pleaſure ; eſpecially as you inform 
me, we ſhall not be ſeparated any more 
by the boiſterous ſeas; therefore, hope it 


will not be long ere we ſhall perſonally 


renew that friendſhip which has ſo long 
lain dormant, but which in youth was 
carried on with ardour. 


I moſt fincerely congratulate you on 
your increaſe of fortune : Knowing 
the innate goodneſs of heart which 

= e 
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you poſſeſſed in youth, am perſuaded 
you will be a faithful ſteward with your 
talent in riper years; and, as you ſeem 
to deſire a particular hiſtory of my 
ſituation, and character of my Noble 
Patrons, think you were not a little ſelf- 
intereſted by the requeſt. Be that as it 
may, I forgive you knowing, that you 
will not only take the precept, but 
practiſe the example. 


From your deſire to form an ac- 
quaintance among the female branches 
of our families, you ſeem to anticipate 
every wiſh of me and mine.—Your 
ſiſters are mine already, mine are your's, 
and they ardently long for an opportu- 
nity to commence a correſpondence. 
Te haſten which, 1 have it in commiſ- 
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refuled—1o, preparations are making, 


them; therefore, beg our beſt reſpects 


$ © -- 08; HY 


ſion to ſend a moſt particular invitation 
for all the females you have brought 
over with you, to ſojourn with us till 
you have fixed your reſidence; and my 
liſters ſay, they abſolutely will not be 


and they muſt bring the anſwer with 


to all, and am, dear Sir, 
Your 's, 


R. MITFORD, 


LETTER 


OF FELICITY. + 7 


LETTER III. 


M. I. to TA, 


| DBAR BROTHER, = 
E arrived fafe on Saturday 
night, after a great fatigue, 
which was amply made amends for by 
your worthy friends, the firſt hour of 


our coming amongſt them. The po- 
| liteneſs of our reception, the refined 
elegance of manners, the admirable 
neatneſs of the place, and the hoſpita- 
lity of the owners, are far beyond the 


deſcription of my pen. Suffice it to 
s as 


8 AE Air 


ſay, we are all wonder and ecſtacy ; 
and we only wiſh you here, to be fully 
ſenſible of the merits of the incompa- 
rable inhabitants of this delightful vil- 
lage. I know not what to call it, for 
it ſurpaſſes every idea I could ever 
form of this terreſtrial world. The 
order, neatneſs, affability, condeſcen - 
ſion, and good - humour which pervade 
every one, from the amiable Lord and 
Lady of the Manor down to the verieſt 
ruſtic, for I muſt not ſay loweſt, as 
there are no poor properly ſo called, 
nor diſorderly perſons, in this place, 


T hope my dear brother will come 
and take a ſurvey of this wonder of the 
world; and take, even if it is but a 
faint copy, to draw out his plans upon, 

as 
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as he is beginning, as it were, a ne- 
life ; and though I would not be 
thought envious, yet, 1 confeſs, I 
think it a pity there ſhould be but one 
place like it. But I crave you pardon 
for adviſing ; and, for the prefent, con- 
clude, wiſhing you every ſucceſs, and 
a ſpeedy ſettlement in likeneſs to this. 
My ſiſter muſt ſend her opinion next 
poſt, for we cannot poſſibly be both 
uriting at once. Adieu, dear brother. 


Your affect ionate ſiſter, 


By Lett. 


* 
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LETTER Iv. 


GEORGIAN WARTON 
10 


T. WARTON. 


TW XCUSE my ſeeming neglect in 
not ſending you by laſt poſt ; but 
my fiſter informed you we could not 
both ſpare time for writing at once; 
and as we are cloſely in confidence, 
and know each other's thoughts, ' I 
| ſhall not run over the fame track Maria 


did in her's, as both our ſentiments are 
equal in reſpe& to this eighth wonder 
of the world ; therefore ſhall, begin 
1 with 


OF FELICITY. 11 


| with an account of the day after our 


It was Sunday; at ſeven o'clock in 
the morning we were all ſummoned to 
prayer, which was performed with 
great devotion in my Lord's private 
chapel, (to which there is a private 
door from Mr. M's houſe) by one of 
my Lord's Chaplains; and to which as 
many of che villagers as chooſe may 
come; and the greateſt part of them, 

I am informed, generally attend. After 
prayers we went to breckfaſt, about 
half paſt eight, and then retired to 
dreſs for the church, which is at ſome 
diſtance from the village, and where 
we heard a moſt excellent diſcourſe 
from my Lord's Chaplain; for I ſhould 


6 | have 


! 
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| have told you, that my Lord and Lady 


have each of them one ; the other read 
prayers : In the afternoon, my Lady's 
preached, and my Lord's read prayers. 
Perhaps you may think me too parti- 
cular, but I think I cannot. The 


church is fitted up in the neateſt 


manner, and there is an excellent or- 
gan; the younger part of the villagers, 
of both ſexes, make an excellent choir, 
aſſiſted by the two ſchools, of which 
you may hear more hereafter. 


After ſervice, we returned to din- 
ner, and one of the Divines with us, 
a moſt amiable and accompliſhed man 


he ſeems ; and your friends here fay 


they are both an honour: to the cloth, 
The rule is, one to dine at my Lord's, 
and 
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and the other at Mr. M's, every Sun- 
day alternately; and, in my opinion, 
a moſt excellent method to preſerve 
decency and religious decorum. 


On that day the converſation was 
truly edifying, without being dull or 
tedious; the chearful, lively manner 
in which every one bore a part, had 
the moſt happy effect; and the Rev. 
Mr. Dean has the moſt delightful me- 
thod you can poſſibly conceive of cor- 
recting an erroneous word, or checking 
an opinion repugnant to the principles 
of religion and the ſanctity of his wo 
feſſion. | 


Well, after an hour or two's con- 
verſation „ we returned to church to the 
afternoon 
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afternoon ſervice, and from thence 
took a delightful walk round the park, 
which is compoſed of ſuch beauties as 
I ſhall not pretend to make you antici- 
pate, before you partake of its plea- 
ſures. I now think it high time to 
ſubſcribe myſelf, 


v 


Your's, affectionately, 


G. WARTON. 


% 


LETTER 
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LETTER v. 


T. WARTON 
TO 


GEORGIAN AND MARIA WARTON. 


I TH what exquiſite pleaſure, 
my deareſt ſiſter, do I peruſe 
your moſt agreeable account of your 
preſent ſituation. . I am, I can affure 
you, almoſt ready to participate of 
your happineſs before I have finiſhed 
my buſineſs of ſettling ; but the delay 
would be inexcuſable while we are fo 
| ſeparated; I think, however, I ſhall 
ſoon make up my mind on this affair, 
as 
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as I have ſeen een Racks I approve 
of, but ſhould have been glad had you 


both been with me in chooling, though 


I would not wiſh to interrupt the feli- 
city you have juſt begun to taſte.— 


Whenever I ſend, you muſt let Mrs. 


Herbert come, for I ſhall be abſolutely 


loſt without ſome of you. 


1 make one letter ſerve you both, to 


be revenged on you for not both 
writing by one poſt; but ſuppoſe when 


J get among you, 1 ſhall find your ex- 
cuſes ready. Preſent my ſincere re- 
ſpects to all your amiable friends, and 
believe me 701 forlorn brother, till 1 


* «6 we. of wot 3 $ 4 . ; 88 * 
T. WARIOCN. 
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MARIA WARTON .. 
r 
7. WARTON. 


POOR FORLORN BROTHER, 

\O make haſte, and come among 

us; but, above all thingy, - I 

his you, for our fakes, for love's 

_ fake, and for your own, to keep your 

heart whole and entire. I know it 
came ſafe to England, but pronounce 

it for ever ruined, if you bring it not 
ſafe to this Vale of Felicity. We muſt In 
ſpare. Herbert—bur: that is all—fo, ; a . 


ie. Me are all 3 5 1 
> Fig - . M. WARTON, | 1 
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LETTER VII. 


. 5 ; * 
* : 
4 
Px 


R. MITFORD 
10 


2. WARTON. 


HE moſt fincere thanks do J re- 
turn my friend, for his kind 
compliance in obliging us with his 
amiable ſiſters; they are, indeed, ami- 
able and lovely. My fiſter declares ſo 
firm an attachment, that I apprehend 
it will be no ealy matter to ſeparate 
them, nor do I wiſh it. As to Mrs. | 

Herbert, ſhe ſeems to be an extraor- 
5 _— Weng” ; and I wonder not, that, 

8 TO under 


1 


under fo judicious a perſon, the ac- 


OF FELICITY. 


*compliſhments of your ſiſters are ſo 
conſpicuous. 1 underſtand there is 
ſomething ſtrange in her hiſtory, which 
I have not yet learnt, but may expect 
it, I ſuppole, when you commence 

your's. | 
Receive our utmoſt acknowledg- 
ments and reſpects; and have the hap- 
pineſs of ſtiling myſelf _* _ 
Your inviolable friend, 


R. MITFORD. 


P. S. We long to ſee you here. 


THE VALE 


LETTER VIII. 


— — ˙¹ —— 
7. WARTON 
ao 
GEORGIAN AND MARIA WARTON. 
* DEAR SISTERS, ef nid 10k ana 
I Have at laſt accompliſhed my pur- 
poſe, and hope I have ſuited all 
your taſtes by my choice. Maria, 1 
think, ſeems more in love with the 
Parſonage Houſe: than mine, as ſhe 
ſpeaks ſo highly of the Reverend Di- 
vine. I make not the leaſt doubt of 
his being deſerving of all her praiſe ; 
and ſhould not have taken any notice 


of 
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of it, only as ſhe deſired me to keep 
my heart till I come among you. I 
needed not that, advice, for- mine has 
been there ever ſince my return to 
| England's happy ſhore; and I hope 
to be with you on Wedneſday next, 
for two or three days. I have, I aſſure 
you, ſeen nothing yet which would 
endanger my peace ; yet ſeem appre- 
henſive of the conſequences of this vi- 
ſit; therefore hope you'll prepare Wo” 
way for me. Make * dn 1 8 to . 
all. I remain, | 


Your's, at preſent, 


- 


T. WARTON. 


5 - / 7 
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LETTER IX. 


— — pam | a a 


—— 


MISS SELINA MITFORD 
| TS; 
MISS HUET. 


| H! my dear Huet, I received 
VU your's with joy and ſorrow, and 
acknowledge you have had reaſon ap. 
parently to doubt my friendſhip, but 
ſpare me this once, and be aſſured I 
know no diminution of friendſhip, to 
you, and will never again give you 
cauſe to ſuſpect it, I have new friends, 
tis true, and my friends muſt and 
mall be your's, for 1 will know none 


elſe, 
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elſe, and to that end I make you my 


confidant in love, as well as friendſhip, 
Upon Wedneſday laſt, oh, day of days, 
it gave an additional happineſs to our 
delightful village, by the arrival of, 
dare I ſay more than man No, it was 
2 man, in whom all the elegance of 
nature and art ſeems combined to 
make him perfect, my dear Kitty, that 
made an impreſſion I never before ex · 
perienced, on my mind, heart and 


5 ſenſes, almoſt inſtantaneouſly indeed, 
W the account his ſiſters gave of him 


operated powerfully before he came, 
for you muſt know it is my new friends 
brother; and I am aſhamed to ſay, I 
Was almoſt unable to conceal my emo- 
tion. On Saturday, or Monday, he 

leaves us, but not me in ſuſpenſe, for 

his 
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his amiable ſiſter, Georgian, told me 
theday after his arrival, that ſhe hoped 
my heartwas diſengaged, and told me 
her brother was my profeſſed admirer 
from the firſt moment he ſaw me, and 
pleaded ſo powerfully for me to admit 
him, that I was almoſt incapable of re- 
| fiſting. She flew to him, and the 
firſt opportunity after, which ſhe took 
care to make ſo, on led the adorable 
man to my feet, —and, with the moſt 
modeſt and affecting | grace, humbly 


pleaded the bewitching power of love, 
and vow'd eternal fidelity ; told me J 
was the only fair that ever had the leaft 
influence over him; that, though it was 
ſadden, it was becauſe he had never 
ſeen perfection before, as he was pleaſ- 
ed to term it, and that if I could ex- 

cuſe 


3 — 


SV." 


rr, . 


cuſe his want of eloquence to plead his 


own cauſe, he would preſent a heart 


untainted by the vices of the age; a 


heart always attached to my family, 
always having a preſentiment for an 
attachment to what belonged to his 
friend, and aſſured mehe made England 
his peculiar deſire on that account; that 


though he, in ſeeing my brother's 


family, did not expect to be ſoon cap- 
© tivated, yet thought he ſhould meet a 


partner for life, capable at leaſt of being 
a friend, and begged that if I could not 
love him, if my heart was not engaged, 


that I would: not ſuffer him to deſpair. 


This, my friend, was the ſubſtance of 
this incomparable man's diſcourſe; and, 
tor the ſoul of me, I could not carry 


Vol. I. aps | fermas 
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to aſk my brother's permiſſion, though | 


head, as I know his regard for him is 
* unbounded. I hope my dear friend 
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female decorum ſo far as to deny a 


partiality for him. 


Surely chere muſt be ſomething more 
than ordinary in love like our's—ſo 
ſudden, ſo unexpected, and I hope and 
think happineſs muſt go with and 


remain with us: he gained my conſent | 


I am under no apprehenſions on that 


will take this as an excuſe, and I beg 


you. will never accuſe my ' friendſhip 


any more. 
2 am ever 
_ Your's, 
8 ep SELINA MITFORD. 
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MSS SELINA MITFORD 
| . 
MISS HUET. 


ELL, now I hope my friend 
Vill not eomplain of inatten- 
tion, ſince I take the moſt early oppor- 
tunity of acquainting you with my 
progreſs in matters of love; for, be- 
tween that and friendſhip, I am all 
taken up. Mr. Warton made his ſad 
| caſe known to my brother, who, you 
know, is a true philanthropiſt, and, 
therefore, could by no means ſuffer a 


fellow being to remain in miſery.— 


C9 No; 
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No; he promiſed a ſpeedy relief, but 
aſſured him at the ſame time, that his 
ſiſter had been ſo long with him, and fo 
uſeſul to the village, that he could by 
no means poſſibly ſpare her but on one 


condition. 


And what can that be?” Warton 
eagerly eried. Any thing in wy 
ce power muſt and ſhall be done to 
«© remedy any inconvenience, Tell 
me the conditions aſked, nor keep 


« me longer in ſuſpenſe.” 


* Why then,” replied he, © I muſt 
4 have an exchange; your ſiſter Geor- 
« gina claims all my reſpect and love; 
that agreed between us, all is 
$5 ſettled.” 5 


cc 


Wit 
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With what joy and rapture did 
Warton receive this intimation.— 
And can my dear friend think,” ſaid 
he, that I wanted a moment to conſi- 
der of the happieſt event of my life? 
« If my ſiſter receives your affection 
* becoming her, ſhe is ten thouſand. 


times dearer to me than ever.” 


So now you ſee we are like to have a 
double wedding, and I ſhall inſiſt on it 
that you make one among us: we have 
not yet ſettled the time, but my next, 
perhaps, may acquaint you more about 
it. Adieu. 


sELINA MITFORD, 


Cc; ter 


THE VALE 


LETTER XI. 


MISS HUET 
10 


MISS SELINA MIT TORO. 


1 moſt fincere congratulations on 


any addition to your happineſs, eſpe- 
cially of that kind you are ſo obliging 
as 10 communicate to me. 1 hope you - 
pardon freely my unkind thoughts of 


you, and promiſe never more to offend, 


I am highly pleaſed at the account of 
your friends, and long to be introduced 


to them, as I have a ſtrong partiality 
already for them, am particularly de- 


lighted | 


ECEIVE, my dear friend, my 
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W lighted at the thoughts of a double 

union, and think, with you, happineſs 

will attend your ſympathetic affection, 
the genuine fource of matrimonial 

felieity. 


1 think, however, you are too extra - 
vagant in your deſcription of Mr. War- 


ton, yet can eafily excuſes you, ſince 1 


am pretty confident he 1s your firſt 
love. I ſuppoſe a difference of years 
betwixt you; now T always would wiſh 
my huſband (ſhould I ever have the 
= good fortune to get one) to be, at leaſt, 
ten years older than myſelf: but you 
ſſeem to forget any particulars of that 
kind, and likewiſe to mention how 
your friend receives your brother's ad- 


| drefſes—quite filent with reſpe& to 
C4 your 
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your friend Maria, and your own ſiſter, 
who appears forgotten in general.— 
Is it really ſo, or does your own ap- 
proaching happineſs render you indif- 
ferent to every thing elſe? I imagine 
the latter to be the efficient cauſe— 
my Lord and Lady are now no more, 7 
though all your former letters were full 
of their praiſes, and the delightful won- 
ders of your village; but all are now 
obſcured by almighty Love. 


I have got my mamma's permiſſion 
to wait on you, when you are pleaſed to 
ſend the ſummons, in expectation of 
being honoured as a bride's maid—till 


then adieu. 
? 8 » 
| Your's. 


P. 8. Pray my beſt reſpects to all. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XII. 


MR. WARTON 
TE 55 
MRS. AUSTIN. 


' DEAR SISTER, 
N the name of myſelf and ſiſters, I | 
acquaint you with our ſafe arrival, 

not only in England, but nearly on the 
jand of matrimony. I thought it, con- 3 
ſidering our mutual love, little leſs than 
a duty we owe to one of the beſt of 
ſiſters, to acquaint you before we caſt 
anchor in the haven of happineſs, 5 
which. we have the moſt flattering ideas 
of ſpeedily attaining. You will be, no 

T's doubt 
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doubt, ſurpriſed to hear we have made 
ſo great a progreſs in ſo ſhort a time, 
but the wonder will ceaſe when you are 
informed of the particulars. 


My dear friend Mitford, whom you 
have often heard me mention with 


delight, is the deſtined huſband of our 
Georgian; and your brother, in ex- 
change, takes his lovely and amiable 
ſiſter Selina, Maria is charmed with a 


young divine, whom we think to 
make happy by a proviſion among us, 
as he has only virtue and merit for his 


portion, which, I believe you will ſay 
with me, is a ſufficient recommendation 


for the aſſiſtance of the affluent — 

I know my dear fiſter will rejoice with 
us all on this occaſion, and all our deſire 
now 


r 
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now 1s that you and your beloved were 
among us, to partake of our Joy.— 
We hope the dear pledges of your 
affections are both well, and depend on 
your promiſe to permit them to receive 


their education among us. Accept, 


dear ſiſter, with your ſpouſe, all our 
ſineere and unabated love, with kind 
reſpects from all thoſe we have the ho- 
nour to be among; wiſhing you a laſt. 
ing happineſs; and that it may be no 
long time ere you and your's may 
come and ſojourn among us . 
cannot, at preſent, give you any parti · 
culars of my ſituation— other matters 


engroſs my whole attention, but will 


take an early opportunity, Farewell, 

till I can ſiggg 3 

T. AND SELIN A WARTON. 
| C6 LETTER 
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es 
LETTER XIII. 


MISS SELINA MITFORD 
TO 
MISS HUET. 


MY DEAR FRIEND, 


1 Have now ſent you, what I know you 
4 ardently defired, a ſummons to 
attend our Vale of Felicity. I ac- 
knowledge your juſt reproof of the dif- 
ferent tendency of my letters now and 
| formerly; and, with ſhame confeſs, I 
have been wanting to the beſt and moſt 
= generous of human excellence, my Lord 
and Lady, who, F muſt now acquaint 


you, have taken an active part in the 


approaching 
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ap proaching happineſs of our family; 
and I have more news to add, which 1s 
the marriage of the Rev. Mr. Dean 
with one yon do not know, but will 
very ſoon, I mean my friend Maria 
Warton. It is the pleaſure of our noble 


patrons to have all the nuptials ſolem- 


nized at once, and I hear there are none 
in the village in agitation. Mr. Dean 
and Maria, however, were very cloſe in 
their amours; for, as he is wholly de- 
pendant on my Lord, he ſmothered his 
growing paſſion; but the ſagacity of 
other lovers ſoon diſcovered the mutual 
attachment between them, and made 
known the dreadful ſecret. Mr. Dean 
is all modeſty, but our brother means 
to act noble towards him, and he cer- 
tainly is a man of great merit. As to 


my 
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my ts: the obje& of her fixed af- 


fections is far from home, but ſhe has 


good hope of his ſpeedy return to 


crown her happineſs. I wiſh you 
would bring ſome one to reſide among 
us, and then methinks I ſhould be well 
pleaſed. I return my fincere thanks to 
| your mamma, for her kind indulgence 
in permitting you to come, however, 
and beg my love to your ſiſter. - Be 
very quick in coming, for the happy 
day 1s fixed : I know not how I ſhall 
get through it. 


Mr. Warton and Hrs. Heſter are 
gone to prepare the houſe for my La- 
dyſhip's reception ; as, to be ſure, he 
will have every thing in order, not to 
fatigue his beſt beloved. That this, 


my 


he 
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my dear, may be yours, as well as my 
happy lot, will be always the earneſt 
wiſh of 


Your 
SELINA MITFORD. 


P.S. We all join in reſpectful love | 
to you. 


LETTER 


THE VALE 


LETTER XIV. 


K , ——_ 


* 


MARIA WARTON 
TO 


MR. WARTON. 


NH my ever dear, ever indulgent 
| brother, how ſhall I by words or 
actions, ever in any part acknowledge 
the infinity of my obligations to you 

or your beloved friend. No words nor 

b pen can paint the never-ceaſing grati- 

tude of myſelf and Mr. Dean: but 

muſt leave him to ſpeak for himſelf, 
ſince I find at preſent a heart ſo over- 
flowing with veneration for all and 
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every thing around me, that I am really 7 
incapable of thinking, or acting in any 


manner as I ought to do, but am cer- 


tain my dear brother participates every 
joy of his ſiſters, and I truſt they equally 
do in his approaching happineſs with 


the moſt amiable of women. | ; 


Sure never was one family in pro- 
ſpect of ſo much ſupreme happineſs, 
as at preſent awaits us. My Lord, 
with a condeſcenſion only peculiar to 
himſelf, bas kindly offered to give you” 
your. amiable f. pouſe, and your happy 
ſiſters alſo to theirs—haſte, my dear 
brother, for there is a vacuum without 
you. 
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We all regret my Lord has ſignified 
his wiſhes that our-nuptials be perform- 
ed in his private chapel, by Mr. Spicer, 
on 4 Sunday: at the ſame time four 
other young couple of the village are to 
be made happy with each other by his 
bounty, 


In-honour of us, he at the ſame time 
propoſes that we ſhould ſtrictly conform 
to the Church of England's intent, in 
all attending the Communion after our 
nuptial benedictions; as, he obſerves, 
a happy and good beginning is likely 
to be productive of permanent felicity. 
We all agree with one conſent to ſo 
good, ſo proper a propoſition. 


Great 
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Great preparations are making for a 
general rejoicing on the approaching 
week, and every creature ſeems indeed 
to partake of it. 


Adieu, my moſt dear brother, with 
love to Mrs. Herbert, whom 1 hope 
you will not fail to bring with you, 
and accept the ſame from all. 


Yours, 


MARIA WARTON. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XV. 


e nope reg 
R. WARTON 
e | 
R. MITFORD: 1 
DEAR FRIEND, 


ROM my ſiſter Maria I have the 

ſatisfaction of hearing that beſt of 
men's intention with reſpect to the ce- 
lebration of our nuptial day. Nothing 
could be more congenial to my warmeſt 
wiſhes ; and ſince all of you, as well as 
the partner of my heart, approve of it, 
what can be more appropriate to the 
occaſion, than that we dedicate the day, 
which we hope will be the happieſt of 


our 
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our lives, to Him, who, in the wiſe 
diſpenſations of his providential care, 
has thought fit to bleſs us in each other, 
and that in circumſtances of eaſe and 
affluence, I do not mean the only 
happy day (God forbid) but the be- 
ginning of a laſting happineſs—an 
object truly deſirable to wa? Chriſ- 


tian. 


My Lord and Lady are entitled to 


all our ſincere thanks, for thus pre- 


ſenting us with every thing good and 


agreeable. 


I have received a letter from the 
Reverend Mr. Dean, full of modeſt, 
but gratefulacknowledgments : Iſhould 


be glad to diſpenſe with them, as I am ; 


certain 
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certain I can do no more than my duty. | 
Oh, what a valuable acquiſition is fuch 
2 friend and brother! 


I think the . care I have had 
is now over, which was, to ſee my be- 
loved fifters all happy and ſettled : It 

was my fixed determination never to 
ſway or croſs their inclinations, ſince I 
knew the innate goodneſs of their 
hearts would not ſuffer them to make 
an improper choice, My fiſter Anna 
has met with a worthy man, who adores 
her, and of whom you will be more 
informed when we relate our promiſed 
Memoirs, which had, perhaps, ere 
this been far advanced, had we never 
ſeen the Vale of Felicity, nor been 
prevented by all-conquering Love. 

; My 
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My habitation is tolerable well ſet- 
tled by the exertions of my good Mrs. 
Herbert ; and we hope to be with you 


on Friday at fartheſt, You will oblige 


me by delivering thoſe ſmall caſkets to 


our reſpective brides, according to di- 


rections; and beg you will ſpare any 
one the trouble of noticing them, fur- 
ther than obliging the donor by wear- 
ing them on the bridal day. 

Accept a ſmall token of eſteem 
yourſelf ; and, with the greateſt ſub- 


miſhon, I entreat you will preſent my 
Lord and Lady a ſimilar token, I 
ſhould be unpardonable- to forget your 
amiable ſiſter Matilda, and our brother 


Dean. His I would not have you 
preſent till after the ceremony. 


1 have 
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I have been thus particular, becauſe 
I do not deſire any interruption of the 
happineſs I fondly anticipate in your 
company and converſation; when I 


come among you. 


My cordial and reſpectful love to 
all, and I remain in the ſtricteſt bonds. 


T. WARTON. 


I * 

* 

4 a + _ 
„ * * 
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LETTER 
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LETTER XVI. 


MISS MATILDA' MITFORD 


MISS ARABELLA FOSTER, 


. DEAR FOSTER, 


IN my laſt I acquainted you with the 
L change that was going to be among 
us, as well as with the character of our 

amiable friends, and the preparations 
which were making for the celebration 
of the nuptials of ſeven couple; no 
common thing in hiſtory, I believe. 
And now I take the earlieſt opportu- 
L Nos. 1, - . nity 
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nity of informing you of the great event 
taking place. 


Mr. Warton arrived here on Thurſ- 
day evening laſt, to the great joy of the 
whole village; the people of which, on 
hearing of his arrival, flocked about 
our houſe, and expreſſed their fatis- 
faction in loud and reiterated huzzas; 
the church bells were ſet a ringing, and 
every demonſtration of Joy was exhi- 
bited among the happy villagers. After 
a ſhort time had paſſed, he appeared 
in the balcony, and in an affecting 


ſpeech, fraught with good ſenſe and 
politeneſs, thanked them for the good - 
will they had ſhewn towards him; at | 
the ſame time aſſuring them, he ſhould 

endeavour to beeome acquainted: with: 
| the 


_— 
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the whole of them before he left the 
happy Vale. The people then diſperſed 


with countenances expreſſive of happi- 


neſs, and without that noiſy tumult 
and diſorder which generally mark 


numerous meetings on ſimilar occa- 
ſions. 


On Friday he paid a ſhort viſit to 


Lord and Lady —— , AS WE afterwards 


underſtood, to Git ſome pecuniary 
matters for the young couples who 


were to be united. He returned to our 
houſe to dinner; when, I can aſſure 
you, we enjoyed a degree of ſocial 
pleaſure and' happineſs, before un- 
known even to us. Saturday Was no 
kk en ſpent, though, you may 
D 2 depend 
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depend upon it, we were all buſily 
employed. 


Miſs Huet and myſelf were up by 
day-break on Sunday, to attend the 
blooming brides; and about eight the 
important buſineſs of the toilet was ſet- 
tled. Indeed, my dear Foſter, it was 
an enviable fight—but why ſhould we 
envy ?—No, the fight was delightful— 
they were all attired in white, pure 
and ſpotleſs as their virgin honour, and 
tac elegance of art, blended with the 
ſimplicity of Nature, heightened their 
general appearance, The generous and 
noble Warton had ſent a caſket of 
jewels to each, of equal beauty and va- 
lue, with which they were adorned ; 
and, perhaps, the Graces were never 


more 
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more conſpicuouſly ſeen than in theſe 
three lovely nymphs ; but far beyond 
the luſtre of theſe glittering ornaments 
appeared: their native and becoming 
modeſty—a gem the brighteſt that can 
grace a_ woman. 


A little after eight, my Lord and 
Lady did us the honour of breakfaſting 
with us, as did alſo the four: young 
couple of the village, arrayed for the 
occaſion, according to my Lady's or- 
der; who, indeed, provided them for 
the occaſion. Sure, never was a fight 
light this! Kings might with pleaſure 
have foregone their regal pomp, and 
been proud to have joined the happy 
throng ; all was chearfulneſs, mingled 
with reſpect, on that day, J aſſure you. 

ns The 


54 THE VALE. 


The affability of our Noble Patrons, 
who are quite alike to all on ſuch oc- 
caſions, reflects an honour upon them, 
more to be prized than the laurelled 
hero” 8 TIO" 


Mr. Spicer attended, and made a 
ſhort | prayer, ſuitable to the day and 
occaſion ; and as ſoon as breakfaſt was 
over, we retired to the Chapel. The 
parents, brothers, viſters, and other 
relations of the village couples were 
permitted to be preſent at the cere- 
mony, and each father gave away his 
daughter; but as to ours, Lord — 
took that on himſelf. I trembled for 
all the brides ; who did not behave ſo 
well, 1 think, as you and 1 ſhould, 


bad it been our lot; but we muſt for- 
give 
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give them, and allow a little for fe- 
male ſqueamiſhneſs. 


Mr. Warton and my dear Selina 
pere firſt bound in the Hymeneal 
chain; my brother and the beautiful 
| Georgian next; and then our Reverend 
Disine and the ſprightly Maria; after 
them the four other happy pairs, ac- 
cording to their ages. When the ce- 
remony was over, my Lord, with a 
gallantry and complacency peculiar to 
himſelf, ſaluted the bluſhing brides all 
round, and then eſcorted us back, as 
ve went through the private door. 


After an hour's prighüly chat, we 
| Teparatdd till ſervice, when one and all 
| received, by the hands of Mr. Spicer, 

| 1 = the 
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the holy Communion. We attended 
ſervice that day only at my Lord's cha- 
10 pel, and we dined at my brother's: 

My Lord thought it beſt to keep our 
ruſtic companions with us, to prevent 
any diſorder on that day. Our Patron 
retiring about nine o'clock, the happy 
villagers took their leave ; and I aſſure 
you, no deſcription of. my pen can do 
juſtice to the harmony of the day. We 
withdrew our bluſhing beauties about 
ten. o'clock, and the gentlemen were 


not long in breaking from each other. 


Thus have I given you a faint idea 
of this day's joy and ſolemnity; but 
my next will, perhaps, entertain you 
better, though I do not fay we all think 
ſo. I forgot a chief article, ſo muſt tell a 


you 
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you now. After dinner, the generous 


Warton gave, by my brother's hand, 


a packet to Mr. Dean, containing Bank 
notes to the amount of two thouſand 


pounds, as a marriage dowry, and the 


preſentment of a living, which he has 


purchaſed, in the manor he has taken, 


of J. 300 yearly. value, and to each of 
the four couple, C. 50 each; to this 
generous donation: beſtowed on the 
young people, my Lord contributed. 
his mite; ſuch. as furniſhiog a cottage, 
and procuring a cow, with other ne- 
ceſſary trifles, juſt, as he ſays „for them 
to begin the world with. The grati- 
tyde of theſe. people may he much 
ceaſier conceived than deſeribed; there- 
fore, I forbear troubling you with more 


e FIR 3 I muſt, 
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I muſt, notwithſtanding, acquaint 
you with Warton's.noble behaviour to 
your friend. You know that Selina 
and [myſelf had each one thouſand 
pounds left by our honoured parent; 
and this generous man has not only 
made a voluntary fertlement on Selina 
of five hundred pounds per annum 
during life, and her eldeſt daughter 
after her, ſhould ſhe be ſo happy as to 
have one, but preſented unworthy me 
with the hole of my ſiſter's fortune. 


Onn it be poſſible to expreſs a grati- 
dude equal to ſo exalted, diſintereſted 
An act of generoſity and benevolence? 
No; it is beyond my power; I. cannot 
do it. words would vainly be expreſſed 
to convey my ideas of it; and when d 


or rLTer Tv. 89 


| awakens my remembrance, I am loft 
in wonder and aftoniſhment, and mek 
in leve and OY? at nd en 
collection. "1178 een — 


This exalted character, who unites 
in himſelf all the various qualities 
praife-worthy-it man, has informed my 
brother it hurts him not that he is poſ- 
ſeſſed of abundance, as the utmoſt of 
his wiſhes are to become a good and 
uſeful member of ſociety, and from a 
retrenchment of his own ſaperfluities to 
adminiſter to the wants and neceſſities 

of others. 


Such unexampled worth and moe. 
deſty, perhaps, never inhabited the 
| breaſt of one man. Happy Selina, to 
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be in ſuch poſſeſſion ; but I believe 
their affection is truly mutual; they 
feem born to adore each other. I am 
called; ſo once more adieu. 


I M. MITFORD. 


" LETTER 
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LETTER XVII. 


MISS MATILDA MITFORD 
pa : 70 0 


7 MISS ARABELLA FOSTER. 
DEAR FOSTER, 


PROMISED my dear friend, 2 
continuance of our rural hiſtory, 


from the commencement of the happi- 
neſs, I truſt, of ſeven virtuous and 
blooming couples, faſtened in the ſoft 
Hymeneal chains in one happy hour. 
| To proceed then with my narrative— 


The morning was uſhered in by ring- 
ing of bells, and an univerſal holiday 
| through 
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through our happy vale: Every ruſ- 
tic and his: favoured nymph were clad 
in a neat and uniform apparel, provide 
ed by my Lady, privately, for the oc- 
caſion. Our brides came forth, arrayed | 
in freſh and blooming beauties, like 
the fun emerging from the eaſtern 
 tkies; the worthy bridegrooms had by 
appointment roſe early, to concert the 
meaſures for this day of joyful feſtivity, 
but our noble Patrons had prevented 
even the poſſibility of a wiſh, by a 
ind and general invitation to their 
manſion. Dinner was ſplendid, and. 


not a perſon | of any conſequence was 
excuſed. 


You muſt remember, that on rhefs 
occaſions all diſtinction is laid afide; 
Hymen's 
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Hymen's new votaries, and che mo- 
deſty of the villagers, would have been 
| gladly excuſed ; yet the affability of all 
ſeemed to'vie with each other in mak- 
ing this beginning of their happineſs 

_ equally agreeable to them as our more 
exalted ones. 


As you are fo well acquainted with : 


che -generous hoſpitality of our noble 
_ entertainers, it is unneceſſary for me to 
enter into'the particulars of the dinner ; 
but cannot hel p mentioning how agree- 
ably our ears were ſaluted by an unex- 
pected band of muſic, which his Lord- | 
ſhip's care had ſelected for our amuſe- 
ment. 1 e 


. After 


— 
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After an hour's agreeable and lively 
converſation, a walk was propoſed, 
in the courſe of which we were ſur- 
prized by the appearance of about fifty 
or ſixty beautiful children, of both + 
ſexes, from the ſchools, arrayed in 
white, with favors, and ranged in cou- 
ples, to ſtrew flowers before us to a. 
beautiful lawn behind the houſe, where | 
a dinner had been provided and demo» 
liſhed, unknown to us. The villagers 
placed. themſelves all around, and with. 
a cheerful joy bade us a hearty welcome | 
with repeated plaudits : lemonade, or- 
geat, and negus, were then handed 
round by theſe charming children, and | 
the Rev. Mr. Spicer made a moſt. pa- 
thetic ſpeech on the occaſion of the 


meeting, 
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meeting, recommending, ſobriety, or- 
der, and chearfulneſs; after which the 
children each repeated a paſtoral, de- 
ſcriptive of the event, in a manner that 
would have done credit to the ableſt 
teacher, and which really aſtoniſhed 
us. We partook of coffee and tea 
amongſt them, and our muſic attend- 


ing, we were ſummoned to dance. 


My Lord was pleaſed to open the 
ball with the beautiful Georgian, and 
Mitford led out Miſs Huet ; my Lord 
inſiſted on leading all the brides a mi - 
nuet, ſo Warton took your friend; and 
ſure there never was a more delightfully 
happy ſcene. rj 


My 
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My Lady, to honour, as -fhe ſaid, 
the feſtival, walked out with the grace- 
ful and modeſt Dean, and though 
both unuſed to the practice, the one 
from inclination, and the other from a 
conſciouſneſs of his ſacred function, 
acquitted themſelves to admiration. 


His Lordſhip danced ſeparately with 
every charming bride “ And now, 
ſaid he, I have performed my beſt, 111 
Jeave you all at liberty to chuſe part- 
ners for the reſt of the evening. 
Warton then took out the accompliſn- 
ed Miſs Huet, Selina and Mr. Dean, 
Mr. Singer, the organiſt, and Maria, 
Mr. Spicer and me, Mr. Alfred, a 
friend of my brother's, and Geor- 


gian, 
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gian, and the other young couple; 
each changed their mates for .a few 
hours, and we continued dancing till 
ane approach of night. On a ſummom 
for ſupper, we retired to a ſmall diſ- 
tance from the lawn, where, under ca- 
nopies a cold collation was ſerved for 
the whole village; and ſuch regularity 
and decorum ſure never was before 
witneſſed. | 


Aſter ſupper, his Lordſhip con- 
ducted us into an orcheſtra, furniſhed 
with every inſtrument; and, he ſaid, as 

he knew we were all profeſſors of that 
_ delightful ſcience, he would accompany 
dur voices and inſtruments on tlie baſs 
viol, as la treat that could not fail, from 
its novelty, delighting every hearer.— 
N | My 
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My brother took the flute, Mr. War- 
ton the hautboy, Mr. Singer an horn, 
to ſome ſmall diſtance; Georgiam played 
the harpſichord divinely, Maria the 
piano forte, Selina the harp, Miſs 
Huet the Jute, and myſelf the guitar; 
Mr. Alfred the violin, and the two Re- 
verend Gentlemen played on the Ger- 
man flute: We all accompanied with 
our voices; and the aſtoniſhed villagers 
loſt none of the harmonious ſounds. 
Her Ladyſhip detlared the never was 
more happy, nor ſhe believed nothing 
could be better adapted to pleaſe and 
delight the villagers. 


I forgot, I believe, to mention that 
the park was ſuperbly illuminated ; its 
grandeur and ſtriking effect exceeded 

= every 
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every deſcription. The caution ob- 
ſerved by theſe beſt of people in the 
management of the whole, prevented 
any from intruding but thoſe for whom 
it was intended. We had every refreſh- 
ment in the greateſt abundance, and 
retired about twelve, amidſt the heart- _ 


felt acclamations of the multitude who 
were aſſembled. 


In further celebration of theſe happy 
events, we are to have a ball, to which 
all the neighbouring Gentry will be in- 
vited ; Much ſhould I rejoice could 
you make one of the party ; but as 
that is impoſſible, I muſt ſubmit to la- 
ment what I cannot enjoy, the honour 
of your company, which is at all times 
a ſource of pleaſure to me, but would 

\. = 
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be particularly ſo on this occaſion.— 
you: ſhall not, however, be without an 
account of the feſtivity—that taſk I 
impoſe upon myſelf, to the beſt of my 
poor abilities. Believe me, my ever 
dear friend, 


Your's; affectionately, wa 


M. MITFORD. 


' 


LETTER 
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LETTER XVII. 
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MISS MITFORD- 
1 0 
MSS FOSTER, 


in Continuation. 


 F Cloſed my laſt letter with an ac- 
count of Monday's feſtival ; which, 
though not ſo. magnificent as Tueſday' 8 
yet, I believe, afforded much more 


Nobility and Gentry. for many miles 
round the country, to partake of a ball 


true happineſs. His Lordſhip had ſent 
a card of general invitation to all the 


in honour of our dear friends, at his 
own Aſſembly Room, and an elegant 
.: <4 | : 2 ſupper 
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ſupper at his houſe. The company af- 
ſembled early, and were refreſhed with 
coffee, tea, &c. &c. in the pavillions 
which we made uſe of on Monday for 
our rural paſtimes. The company were 
near three hundred in number; and a 
great concourſe of people aſſembled to 
behold the enlivening ſcene. Our 
amiable brides would gladly have de- 
clined the intended honour, but none 
were excuſed; even che villagers were 
not forgotten, being, at the earneſt re- 
queſt of the whole company, ſent for; 
their truly ſimple and amiable manners 
won the hearts of che great ; and Lord 


, and Mr. Warton's generous 
conduct having got wind, was made 
an example. The Duke of M— , 
with a moſt bewitching accent, entreated 

the 


R mn _ 
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the company to imitate their benevo- 
lent act, and immediately, with the ut- 
moſt grace and condeſcenſion, com- 
menced the ſubſcription, by putting 
five guineas into a flower baſket, and 
became the humble- advocate of rural 
innocence and love; in which he ſo 
well fucceeded, as to collect near one 
hundred pounds, which he divided 
equally; then taking his own purſe, 
and entreating for three others, in the 
moſt affable manner ſaluted the brides, 
preſented cach of them with a purſe, 
and promiſed to be god-father to the 
firſt child which came among them.— 
Lord Townly followed the Duke, and 
with the greateſt good-nature, promiſed 
to become ſponſor to the ſecond, and 
bring a god-mother with him, which 

Vol. I. E he 
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he ſuppoſed his Grace had forgot, but 
would no doubt rectify, His Grace 
immediately replied he certainly would, 
and cordially thanked his Lordſhip for 
the hint. 


This gallantry in thoſe two Noble- 
men ſpread like lightning throughout 
the room, and the gentlemen became 
emulous who ſhould have the like pri- 
vilege to the remaining two couples ; 


„in the moſt agree- 


when Lord 
able and lively manner, propoſed they 
ſhould be candidates, and the fair part 
of the company voters. This motion 
meeting with general approbation, the 
election ſpeedily commenced, and the 
greateſt ſhow of fair hands being de- 
clared in favour of the Marquis of 


1—, 
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T—, and Sir Charles Saville, thoſe 
gentlemen were declared duly elected; 
and the Honourable Miſs Jervoiſe de- 
firing the office of Secretary, immedi- 
ately regiſtered their names 1n her me- 
morandum book, which was copied by 
moſt preſent. 


that during this agreeable conteſt, the 


them by the Ladies and Gentlemen, 


who all declared they ſhould be happy 


* P = Sd = ö 
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Lord „our hoſpitable entertainer, 


promiſed, ſhould ſuch an event take 


place again; which was, to invite the 


fn ED + preſent 


You may be aſſured, my dear friend, 
young and amiable couple were not 


without manifeſt confuſion, which was 


increaſed by the compliment paid to 


to attend the ſacred ceremony, which 


RR 
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preſent company to attend; and added, 
that he hoped ſome of our own dear 
friends might be ready by that time to 
take a part on the occaſion; and did 
not doubt, ſhould they all want it, 
there would be candidates enough to 
be found. 


My Lord then begged permiſſion for 
the young villagers to retire, as he was 
confident the unbounded generoſity 
and good- humour of the company had 
overwhelmed them vith gratitude.— 
This requeſt was, at length, reluctantly 
complied with, and the good wiſhes of 
the whole attended their departure.— 
You may believe our beloved friends 
had no ſmall ſhare of the general con- 

gratulation ; and the tribute was not | 
5 conſtrained, 
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conſtrained, but flowed ſpontaneouſly 
from the heart. Such emanations of 
the mind cannot be deſcribed by words, 
I ſhall, therefore give you a liſt of our 
handſome partners, and an account of 


the dancing. 


The Duke entreated of my brother 
the favour of Georgian's hand, Which 
was readily complied with; and the 
accompliſhed Marquis of T — took 
Selina; Sir Charles Saville danced with 
Maria, and Lord Townly your humble 
fervant, who beſtowed many compli- 
ments, and ſaid a number of agreeabie 
things. But, believe me, my heart 

was far from this place of joy; there- 

fore paid no more than a polite atten- 
tion to what he ſaid; though, 1 think, 
15 Eq: bad 
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had Captain Williams been my partner 
on this happy event, I could with plea- 


ſure have liſtened to all he might have 


ſaid to me; but this was not the caſe ; 


however, I will give my Lord the cre- 


dit of being an accompliſhed man, ca- 


pable of attaching a heart not already 
diſpoſed of, by his ſuperior attractions 
and affable manners, 


Sir George Montague paid VnCOm- 
mon. attention to Miſs Huet, whom 
you muſt acknowledge, both from her 


natural charms, and acquired accom- 


phſhments, is a moſt amiable and en- 


gaging young woman; and I aſſure | 
you ſhe is equal in the eſteem of all 


your friends 1 in the Vale of Felicity, for 


now our village 1s called by no malen 


name; 
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name; nor can any other name be 


more aptly applied to the happineſs of 


its inhabitants. 


Pardon the digreſſion; but I muſt 
acquaint you, that we all performed 
wonders; though I will not pretend to 
inform you of every pair that danced, 
or to claſs the partners; ſuffice it that 
L acquaint you of the circle of our o. 
intimates. My brother opened the ball 
with the celebrated Miſs Coke, of 
Coke-Hall, a lady no lefs remarkable 
for her beauty than her coquetry ; but 
the grace which ſhe diſplayed on this. 
occaſion , ſeemed to raviſh ever beholder. 
There were about four or five minuets 
danced, and then country-dances be- 
gan, which were kept up with great 

Eo Ee - a 
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we moſt cordially accepted. So, if 
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ſpirit till half paſt one, when our com- 
pany was defired in the ſupper room. 
This was elegantly decorated, and 
every delicacy in ſeaſon decked the 
table. About four o'clock, as the Sun 
was riſing in all his eaſtern ſplendour, 
our noble company broke up, amply 
gratified with the hoſpitable entertain- 
ment; which, altogether, exceeded 
any thing ever ſeen at this place, 


As foon as uſual viſits of formality 
are over, we are going on a party of 
pleaſure to the metropolis, Lady Savoy 
having moſt politely offered us the uſe 
of her houſe during our ſtay, which 


you hear no more of us till we get to 
London, or, for ought I know, till we 


rezurn, 
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return, you muſt not be ſurpriſed, for 
I fear I ſhall have little or no time for 
communication before. However, if 
opportunity offer, I ſhall not fail to 
oblige my dear Foſter. 


M. MITFORD. 


ll 3 E LETTER 
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LETTER XIX. 
MISS MATILDA MITFORD 
- PO 


MISS ARABEELA FOSTER. 


MY DEAR FOSTER, 

Ez die is caſt ; and your Selina 
5 now— oh, what ſhall 1 fay ſhe 
1s !—Why, I hope, firmly fixed in the 
ſeat of happineſs for life, in the filken- 
band of Hymen. Little did F think, 
when laſt I ſaw my valuable and dear 
friend, that my heart would have taken 
ſo fudden a flight from its habitation, - 
much leſs that I ſhould ſo ſoon become 


a wife; 
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2 wife; but when the amiable and 
gentle Warton pleaded the cauſe of 
Love, what maid could hear without 
emotion, eſpecially your Selina, who, 
perhaps, was firſt enraptured at his ap- 
pearance; though if I may believe, 
what I ought from his generous beha- 
viour, the little blind God did not do 
his work by halves, ſince both ſeemed 
captivated i in the ſame moment; and, 
indeed, I am his paſt redemption, nor. 
have I even, the, power of repentance, 
ſo great is my happineſs, and that not 
altogether on my own account; for my 
brother, the ſame moment that poſſeſ- 
ſed me of Warton, gave to me a ſiſter, . 
in eſpouſing my huſband's ſiſter, who 
may be ſtiled perfection; and our 
worthy Mr. Dean ſhares every conjugal: 
in > BC i 
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felicity with another ſiſter of my adored 
huſband's. Our happineſs is compleat. 
Let me entreat you to join the joyful 
band at Lady Savoy's, in London, till 
when I ſhall leave you to form your 
own opinion of this memorable event. 
Adieu. | 


I am for ever, 
Your's, 


SELINA WARTON. 


LETTER 
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LETTER Xxx. 


MRS. WART ON 
10 


MISS HUET 


FTER travelling near two days, 
we wanted nothing but the com- 
pany of our dear Miſs Huet to add to 
our agreeable journey. We arrived in 
the metropolis, and found every thing, 
by order of the polite Lady Savoy, in 
complete readineſs for our reception, 


for which her Ladyſhip is certainly en- 


titled to our warmeſt gratitude. 


% 
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Mr. Warton has not been in London 
for a number of years, and his ſiſters 
never; therefore, we perhaps ſhould- 
have been in a diſagreeable ſituation, . 
had we been obliged to have procured 
| lodgings for ourſelves, being, as you 
know, totally unacquainted with theſe- 
things. NE 


The agreeable Miſs Foſter joined us 
two days after our arrival, by my ſiſ- 
ters invitation (who, you know, are 
boſom friends) and as ſhe is well ac- 
quainted with the town etiquette, we. 
ſhall find her, no doubt, an uſeful, and 
agreeable companion. She introduced 
us, the firſt night of our arrival, to the 
play, where our · party made a conſpi- 
cuous figure; and through the connec- 

tions 
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tions of Miſs Foſter we received not a 
few fine compliments. But oh! my 
dear Huet, how inſi pid and dull are 
theſe things now to us!] ſay us, be- 
cauſe we all appear cemented in the 
ſame bonds of iriendihip and conjugyt 
"_— 


To you, my friend, I ſpeak, for I 
know. your generous ſentiments are con- 
genial with my own; the things we are 
to ſee are novel, indeed, but we want 
no addition to our happineſs, nor could | 
any novelty or diffipation fill one va- 
euum, were we abſent from each other. 


Each happy day brings its joys with it, 
and my adorable huſband makes every 
moment ſubſervient to my happineſs; 
Oh, Selina! where, how, or when, can 

: thy 
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thy grateful heart, in terms of pious 
fervor, ſufficiently adore the Supreme 
Giver of all, for this his perfect gift of 


the beſt of Chriſtians, huſband, and 


friend ! 


' Excuſe, my dear friend, the over- 
flowing of my ſoul, fince I cannot hide 
the inmoſt receſs of my heart from you. 
Jam indeed all joy and gratitude ; nor 
do I think I ſhall become a convert to 
the pageantry of a playhouſe, ſince I 


am not a conſtant frequenter of them. I 


hope in my next to give you a deſcrip- 


tion of the Abbey Muſic- meeting, from 


which we expect great ſatisfaction, par- 
ticularly as their Majeſties and the prin- 


ceſſes are to be preſent, whom we have 


never had the honour of ſeeing. 


Accept 
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Accept our warmeſt wiſhes for your 
health, and hope your mamma and ſiſ- 
ters enjoy that invaluable blefling ; and 
believe us to be, with the moſt cordial 


Ever your's, 


SELINA WARTON- 


LETTES - 


90 ' "THE VALE 


LETTER XXI. 


— 
>. 
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MRS. WARTON 
10 
MisS HUET, 
in Continuation. 
MY EVER DEAR FRIEND, 
A CCORDING to promiſe in my 
laſt, I will attempt to give you 
a deſcription of the Muſic at the Abbey, 
but my feeble powers are unable to do 
juſtice to what beggars all deſcription. 
The doors were opened by nine o'clock, 
and by ten we ſeated ourſelves commo-. 
diouſly in one of the fide galleries; our 
Lo. ſituation 
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fituation was particularly agreeable to 
Miſs Foſter, who was thereby gratified 
with a full view of their Majeſties' box, 


as alſo the entire command of the or- 


cheſtra. It was fitted up in the moſt 


magnificent ſtyle, and is not in the 
chapel, as we in the country ſuppoſed, 
but in the body of the Abbey, ſur- 
rounded by the monuments of our il- 


| luſtrious anceſtors; the orcheſtra con- 
ſiſted of rows of ſeats one above anos» 

ther, at the top of which were placed 
n large pair of kettle drums, and juſt 


below theſe an organ of an amazing 
magnitude, but which had not, to me, 
the moſt pleaſing appearance. 


The Abbey was filled about eleven 
0 o'clock, and conſiſted of about three 
thouſand 


IRC. 
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thouſand perſons of the firſt diſtinction. 
About a quarter beforetwelve their Ma- 


jeſties entered, and the whole band 


ſtruck up in the moſt awful, yet delight- 
ful manner, till their Majeſties and 


their lovely daughters were ſeated. 


When the grand and noble perform- 


ance began, never did I before experi- 
ence ſuch ſenfations ; it at once infpired 


the ſoul with heavenly rapture and ex- 


tatic delight—to deſcribe I cannot ; the 
attempt would be vain: Indeed in my 


opinion nothing ſhort of what we are 
taught to believe of Heaven's high 


choir can equal it, I ſpeak our general 


ſentiments, for you know we are con- 
genial ſouls, The gracious and. be- 


neign looks of their Majeſties were 


ſufficient 


R 
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ſufficient to intereſt and ſecure the affec- 
tion of every beholder; they evinced 


how much they were intereſtedin the 


enjoyment of their people's happineſs 


in this ſolemn, grand, and awful enter- 


tainment. It was over about four 


o'clock, and no one ſeemed to depart 


diſappointed ; and, how could they? 


For according to my ideas, it muſt have 
melt ed the ſavage heart, and diſlodged 
the depraved diſpoſition of its habita- 


tion, by what I call the terror, though 
grand and tremendouſly ſolemn ſounds; 
and then of a ſudden the ſofter paſſions 
were all awakened and attuned to har- 


mony—but I told you I would not at- 


tempt to deſcribe, therefore beg pardon 
of my friend for the frailty of my pen. 


Ranelagk 
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Ranelagh will ſhortly open; and as 
we came here in ſearch of pleaſure, we 
are to make a party there, of which I 
will adviſe you. Vauxhall is to be 


another evening's ramble ; but I aſſure 


you, if what Mr. Warton has purchaſed 
for our future reſidence, be made in 
any degree like our dear Vale of Feli- 


city, I care not how ſoon we get from 
theſe ſcenes of gaiety and diſfipation. - 


The Abbey has been the place we 


have moſt admired, and the only one 


where we have not been teized with a 


ſet of troubleſome beings, called beaus, 


who ſeem to make no difference between 


the married and ſingle, modeſt, or 
immodeſt part of the creation; but are 
alike impertinent and inſulting to all. 


We 
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We ſpend our mornings rather more 


agreeable; we have been to a number 


of exhibitions by day-light, ſuch as the 


Wax-work, Britiſh Muſeum, Rack- 
ſtrow's Muſeum, the aſtoniſhing Ox, 


&c. &c. and, in ſhort, to ſo many dif- 


ferent places, that I muſt defer an ac- 


count of them till we meet, which I. 


hope will not. be long, as we have ſome 


notion of making you in our way to 
Warton-Grove; for ſo, with the con- 
ſent of the beſt beloved of my heart, I 


intend to call it, when you may paſs the 


verdict on it in proprie perſone. We 


then, if you deſire it, may leave you in 


paſſing to the happy village; or, if 


agreeable, on our return from it, as 
you know we are bound by the ſtrict. 
eſt honour to viſit my Lord and Lady 
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„ and alſo to take from the 
ſchool a girl to be my maid, as we all 
intend to do. We mean to ſolicit for 
the aſſembly fortune for thoſe we have 
at preſent, as a marriage portion, they 
all ſceming inclined to follow the ex- 
ample of their miſtreſſes, which with 
us, you know is not diſapproved, as his 
Lordſhip maintains, that the Divine 
Inſtitution of Marriage is calculated to 
promote ſocial and domeſtic happineſs, 
and is beneficial both to Church and 
State; where the parties united are fo 
from diſintereſted principles, and only 


meet in hope of making each other 


happy. Indeed our little community 


proves the poſition; in it is no ſuch 


think as a diſcontented or jealous cou- 


poſſible 


ple; every one contributes as much as 
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= poſlibleto the general tranquility, and 
3 the moſt trifling diſpute, his Lordſhip 


bears himſelf with candour, and judges 
with wiſdom and moderation ; but my 
letter will be without bounds if I go on. 
ö Therefore I conclude this, expecting 
you to be ready to accompany us at an 


. 
—_—— 


hour's notice, and beg you'll accept the 
hearty and ſincere reſpects of 
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LETTER XXII. 


MRS. DEAN 
To 
MR. SPICER. 


REV. AND DEAR SIR, 
7 X 7 OUR candour will, Thope, plead 
A. my excuſe, for not acquainting 
you ſooner with our ſafe arrival in 
London ;- but, as my brother and Mr. 
Mitford have already, according to 


promiſe, ſent my Lord a minute account 


of our late expedition, I believed any 


further particulars unneceſſary. 


Mer. 
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Mr. Warton treats me with uncom« 
mon deference and reſpect; his demean- 
our and exterior behaviour is generous, 
überal, and manly; and I account the 
happineſs of having ſo dear and amiable 
a friend, as my adored Maria, one” of 
Heaven's greateſt bleſſin gs. 


His Lordſhip has made me an ample 
proviſion, above my moſt ſanguine 


wiſhes; and, amidſt a multitude of 


other kind offices, has ordered, from 


London, furniture for my houſe equal 


to his own; whilſt he will not even 
ſuffer my grateful acknowledgments, 
diſclaiming merit, amidſt profuſe li- 
berality. Yet, though my gratitude is 
prohibited, on pain of giving offence 
to this diſintereſted Nobleman, the 
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Great Diſpoſer of All will accept my 
unfeigned praiſe: Him I will ever ſolicit 
for the preſent and eternal happineſs. of 
my bounteous donor. 


=P particularize all the amiable qua- 
lities of his Lordſhip would be an ar- 
duous taſk, to ſpecify the ſeveral in- 
ſtances of their beneficial influence, an 
impracticable one. His bounty is not 
confined to me alone, but roves at large 
and is exerciſed in an univerſal philan- 
thropy. It is, however, an addition to 
my felicity that, while our Noble 
Patron continues to merit the eſteem 
and good wiſhes of mankind, his lovely 
bride renders herſelf worthy his affec- 
tion, by a congeniality of diſpoſition. 
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The pleaſing ſenſations which occupy 
my mind I am, at this inſtant, unable 


to expreſs in adequate terms; and, to 


add to them, I can only fondly hope 
that, from their example, the polite 


world will be ſtimulated to emulate 
their virtues, and imbibe their benevo- 
lence. How much more exquiſite, 
my dear friend, are the enjoyments of 
minds of ſuch a caſt, than thoſe ſordid, 
diſhpated beings who live only to 


themſelves! I know this exemplary 


pair will congratulate themſelves on 
their not being found fingular in the 


. 


delightful exerciſe of charity, and fin- 


cerely rejoice that we are bleſſed with 
the means of promoting this Chriſtian 
duty. 


F; All 


1 
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All friends here deſire their moſt 
reſpectful compliments to him who 


has borne {o conſiderable a ſhare in 


contributing to the happineſs of them 


arid 
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Your faithful friend, 


MARIA DEAN. 
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LETTER XXIII. 


q | eee oaks 
MRS. HERBERT 
TO 


nne 
4 * ee” IF» ea 8 ; 


ye r 25 
* ” 2 abs ate] LY 1 4 


HONOURED SIR, 


Have the ſatisfaction of informing 
you, your houſe is prepared for the 
reception of - yourſelf and family 
Tflatter myſelf the accommodations will 
enſure your approbation, by gratifying 
your expectations. I haveendeavoured, 
dy employing proper perſons, to have 
q | elegance, taſte, and convenience judi- 
4 ciouſly blended, ſuitable to the rank 'of 
yourſelf and retinue ; if, however, any 


„ thing 


—— 


— 
— - — — — — = 
— 
—— — — — — — — — — 


ſtudiouſly laboured to prevent, (J hope 
not in vain) your goodneſs will impute 


it rather to an error of judgment than 


expecting you ſoon at this manſion, 


ments deſtined for the reception of 


worthy only of ſuch gueſts, who, like 
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thing ſhould be wanting, which I have 


intentional blemiſh. _ . 1 
N | 8 


| Having premiſed thus much relative 
to myſelf, may I take the liberty of 


accompanied by your accompliſhed 
ſpouſe. Every perſon here is anxioufly 
awaiting the happy event. The apart- 


Lord C and his amiable Lady, are 


Omnipotence itſelf, diffuſe chearfulneſs 
and pleaſure amongit all who are 
acquainted with them. 


My 
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My love to my ever-dear Georgiana, 
Maria, and, in ſhort, all the happy 


train that now attend you. I impa- 


tiently expect their daily arrival. 


Pardon, dear Sir, this impertinent 
jargon, dictated by a maternal fondneſs, 


and a pleaſure that can only be height- 
ened by the endearing: appellation of 


grandmother to ſome little prattlers, 
the fruits of your marriage, which, * 
ö truſt, will not be far diſtant . Pray, 


= Sir, be expeditious, and remove the 
anxiety of 

1 Your dutiful and affectionate 
7 E. HERBERT. 


; Fo LETTER 


THE VALE 


LETTER XXIV. 


TIS 


MR. MIT FORD 
T O 
LADY SAVOY. 


MAD&M, , 


| GREEABLE to the commiſlion 
with which I am inveſted, by 
the party to whom 1 have the honour 
to belong, I return you, in their name 
and for myſelf, our higheſt commenda- 
tion and acknowledgments, for the 
polite condeſcenſion you evinced to- 
wards us, at your Ladyſhip's hoſpitable 
manſion, during the laſt three months, 
by the ſplendor and elegance of your 
| entertainment, 
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entertiinment, aided” by your nature 
gaiety, attention, and unaffected affa- 
bility. I am alſo defired, by Mr. 
Warton, to entreat you immediately 
to honour his manſion with your pre- 
fence; he is very importunate, and will 
nat admit of an excuſe; for he has pro- 
poſed, with Lord , to viſit the 
Vale of Felicity, where, from the eſteem 
V hich we entertain for you, your com- 
pany will be particularly acceptable. 


Our amuſements have been various 
in the metropolis, our ſatisfaction 

univerſal; the mufical ſelection from 
Handel, performed at Weſtminſter- 
Abbey, gave us the moſt exquiſite 
delight; the.utwaber of performers, with 
ant F 6 the 
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the harmony of the whole, added to 
the ſacredneſs of the place, gave riſe to 
ideas more delightful than the Com- 


memoration of the immortal compoſer, 


making Heaven itſelf the object of our 


contem plation. .Your Ladyſhip has, 


doubtleſs, heard a more particular ac- 
count of the merits of the different 
performers than the limits of this letter 


admit, and from more competent judges 


than J am; ſuffice it to ſay, however, 
that Volger's perſormance on the organ 


was moſt aſtoniſhing. 


I am afraid your patience is exhauſt- 
ed; ſo, begging your Ladyſhip will 
ſignify your pleaſure on receipt of this, 


reſpecting Mr. Warton's requeſt, that 
may 


„PE . 
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we may, if neceſſary, inform you of the 
appointed day of meeting, ſhall now 
finiſh this tedious epiſtle. 


4 


1 have the honour to be 
Your Ladyſhip's 
"Moſt obedient ſervant, 


R. MITFORD. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXV. 


' > 
4 _ 1 
. 


MISS MITFORD 
Rs. 


mA FOSTER, 


E arrived at Mrs. Huet's, after 


we had reluctantly parted with 


you; but, as we could not detain you, 


muſt be contented, ——Mifs Huet is 
bleſſed with Selina's friendſhip, and, 
like yourſelf, renders herſelf worthy 
that honour, by her mental acquire- 
ments. 
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Me were hoſpitably received by 
Mrs. and both the Mifs Huets; the 
former expreſſed uncommon ſatisfaction 
on the meeting of three ſuch amiable 
couples, and ſaid ſhe ſhould bave been 
glad to accompany us home, but this 
her infirmities rendered impoſlible.— - 
Her daughters poſſeſs all the endearing 
qualities of their venerable parent in a 
ſuperlative degree, the natural reſult of 
ſuch à virtuous preceptor's aſſiduity. 


MV Aut Selina a huſband ſay they 
allow no excuſe, provided you do not 
viſit them at' the appointed time, of 
which they engage to give you the ear- 
lieſt noti ce, eſpecially, as vou yere 
abſent from the nuptial ceremony and 


(31 


attendant rejoicing. 


4 muſl 
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I muſt earneſtly entreat you will 
comply with our joint ſolicitations, to 
witneſs the rural felicity we enjoy, and 
acknowledge our recreations are, at 
leaſt, equal to the follies and deſires of 
the town; muſt beg, (for your friend's 
fake) you will not diſappoint our ex- 

pectations by negle&, and, if you can, 
| ſend a card of invitation to Belville to 
meet you there. You will have no 
occaſion to repent ſuch condeſcenſion, 
and confer, at the ſame time, the moſt 

pleaſing favour on 
Your affectionate friend, 


MATILDA MITFORD. 


P. S. Miſs Huet goes home with us 
for a month. WF 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXVI. 
—— —  OII—C | — | — 
MR. WARTON 
MRS. HERBERT. 
"MY DEAR FRIEND, ” |, 


A CCEPT my thanks for the trouble 
4 you have ſuſtained on my ac- 


count during my abſence. We 
have left London, and expect to be 
with you in a week or ten days at moſt, 
| therefore wiſh you would acquaint Mr. 
Dean's people, that ſo they may have 
every thing ready on myarrival, for the 
reception of their maſter, miſtreſs, and 
ſome company; likewiſe to provide 
o accommodation 
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accommodation for all the ſervants, 


amongſt my tenants neareſt. the houſe, 
as we ſhall not find room enough; 
you will ſee what ſpare rooms and what 
conveniencies they have, and with a li- 


ing. 


Incloſed 1 ſend yen my wifhes for 


what I would have to celebrate our 
nuptials, and depend on you io ſee it 


accompliſhed. I have met with a de- 


ſerving young Clergyman, whom I have 
engaged for my Chaplain, and baving 
communicated my intentions to him, 
and no one elſe, I recommend him to 


I know,is by far too fatiguing for yon. 


ff OUBROMINGN: every 


| beral hand, order what you find want- 


you as an aſſiſtant in this buſineſs, which 


I have fully informed Mr. Williams of 


a © OO 
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every particular, and make no doubt 
but you will exert your endeavours to 
improve it: I could wiſh on this occa- 
ſion to lay aſide all parſimony, and en- 
tertain not only my friends and ienants, 
but all around me, who can partake 

with pleaſure another's happineſs; for 

heaven has bleſſed me abundantly, and 

my wiſh and deſire is to diſtribute to 
others, as far as in my power. J remain, 
my dear Herbert, with love and friend- 


Your's 


T. WARTON 
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LETTER xxvII. 


MISS MITFORD, 
© 
MISS FOSTER. 


MY DBAR FOSTER. 
* HOPE you will congratulate me on 
receiving a few lines from my dear 
Captain, in anſwer to my brother, to 
whom Mr. Warton wiſhes he had ſent 
an invitation to meet us at his houſe, 
on our firſt arrival to celebrate the nup- 


tials of your friends; ſome will ſay, has 
it not been done already? but all that 


is 


is paſt, and we are to have another ju- 
bilee at his own manſion. Lord and 
Lady C——, bore the greateſt ſhare 
of the ex pence before, but in this gener- 


ous Warton will have no partner: his 
invitation is general to every one whom 
we take notice of, | 


I ſhall let you know of the Captain's 
coming for two or three reaſons : The 
firſt for joy, as it came unexpectedly ; 
the ſecond for your ſake, having ſent | 
him word to call and bring you with 
him ; and the third, becauſe I long to 
ſee him introduced to ſuch noble amia- 
ble friends, which now are ſo nearly 


connected with us. 


On 
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On Saturday evening next we expect 
all: to aſſemble, for on Sunday we are 
to appear at the Pariſh Church in pub- 

. lic. A fight, I dare believe, has not 


before been ſeen like it, at any town or 


village; the fair young village couples 


| are not exempt—but I anticipate too 
| much, perhaps, therefore ſhall ſay no 
more,. but that 


I am for ever, 


Your's 


M. MITFORD. 


LETTER 
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3 LETTER XXVIII. 

l MRS. MIT TORO, 

} TO 

MARS. AUSTIN. 

= DEAR sis x, 

N D* brother informed you of che 
Y change which was about to take 

place at the time of his writing to you; 


a change ſo ſudden, ſo unexpected, 
muſt have given your ſuſceptible heart 
many emotions for our future happi- 
neſs, which we well know is dear to 
you; but the taſk I am engaged in by 
my brother and Maria, 1 is not ſo ardu- 


1 ous 
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ous as may be imagined, ſince each of 


our partners are incomparable. 


Vou have often heard my brother 


dwell with rapture on the virtues of his 


friend; that valuable friend is now my 
adorable huſband, bound by friendſhip's 


ſacred tie as well as love, for we were 


on both ſides taught to love each other. 


Selina, my brother's bride, lovely as 


ſhe is, poſſeſſes all thoſe qualities which 


Vill endear her to your friendſhip; and 


the huſband of Maria is amiable, mo- 


deſt, pious, and worthy, and whoſe con- 


ſtant aim is to render herſelf an ineſti- 
mable friend to all, deſires to have the 


education of your's and our children. 


W c 
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4 We hope your dear Mr., and 


ſelf will quickly bring them, to become 
perſonally acquainted with their new 
relations. Encloſed I have ſent you a 


journal of each day's happineſs : | 


Mrs. Herbert begs to be remembered ' 
to you and your's, likewiſe to your 
happy ſiſter, and in the name of all I 
ſubſcribe myſelf 


'Your's, 


= CGEORGIANA MITFORD. 


Vol. I. G _. LETTER 
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LETTER XXIX. 


MRS. DEAN 
TO 


MRS. AUSTIN 


DEAREST SISTER, 
TFT FEAR you will er excuſe my in- 
attention in ſo ſeldom writing, but 


am certain, when you are properly ac- 


quainted with every circumſtange, and 


perſonally known to thoſe with whom we 


are ſtrongly connected, ſince our arrt- 
val in England, I have no doubt but 
your free and unlimited pardon will 


be given to all. 


My 
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My brother acquainted you with our 
intentions, previous to their taking 
place. My ſiſter has ſent you an ac- 
count of what happened in conſequence; 


and I have taken the pleaſing taſk of con- 


tinuing our hiſtory. On Saturday, after 


the date of the letter you received, our 


gueſts arrived at Mr. Warton's, with an 


intent, according to the Engliſh phraſe, 


of houſe- warming. Mr. Dean and my- 


ſelf took poſſeſſion of ours; the eſtabliſh- 


ment of which by the generoſity of my 


brother has far exceeded our moſt ſan- 


guine expectations, and filled our grate- 


fal hearts with the utmoſt eſteem and 


love for him but to proceed. 


Wie arrived two days previous to our 
dear brother, and his lovely ſpouſe, to 


62 prepare 
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prepare for the reception of many 
friends, who were invited to partake 
of this ſplendid entertainment : The 
Pariſh bells uſhered into the village all 
the noble gueſts, and by the evening 
every houſe was filled with viſitants. 
The good Lord and Lady O——, 


accompanied our brother and ſiſter, 


The Duke of Ot, honoured us 
at the aſſembly, and the moſt reſpecta- 
ble perſonages, in the neighbourhood 
were in his train, by appointment, who 
all ſeemed eager to partake of the Ju- 
| bilee. The four amiable village cou- 
ples were likewiſe of our party; but 

what exceeded all joy was another 
lovely and blooming couple, who, by 
the very artful contrivance of Warton 


and 
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and Mitford, and with the privity of 
Dean, were led to the altar of Hymen, 
bound in its ſilken bonds; in appear 
ance, a lovlier couple were never unit- 
ed, they were Captain Williams and 
Miſs Mitford, the eldeſt and beautiful 
ſiſter of Mr. Mitford, and our dear Se- 
lina. The trick was thus. — The Cap- 
tain had long paid his addreſſes to Miſs 
Mitford, by whom he was equally be- 
loved: He had often preſſed her con- 
ſent to their union, but ſucli was her 
ſituation with her brother and ſiſter in 
our happy vale, chat ſhe would not con- 
ſent to his wiſhes, unleſs he made his 
abode among them ; but he having a 
company in a marching regiment which 
was ordered on a diſtant ſtation, he 
could not, conſiſtent with the principle 

Gy of 
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of a manof honour agree to her requeſt 
till his regiment had performed their 
duty, and returned to England, which 
happened to be the caſe at this happy 


juncture. 


My dear brother had fully learned 
theſe particulars from Mr. Mitford, 
who loves the Captain with fraternal 
affection—his amiable qualities more ſo, 
as ſeldom to be found in a ſoldier,— 
Thoſe two valuable men, wiſhing Ma- 
tilda and every one as happy as them- 
ſelves, obtained the Captain a commiſ- 
ſion in the guards, as leſs likely to go 
abroad, and ſent him word of the 
change. They then pretended to have 
wrought upon Matilda in his favor, 
without acquainting her with the object 


of 


> 
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of their endeavours; at the ſame time 
requeſted, as he came through the me- 
tropolis, he would bring a licenſe with 
him. This ſcheme pleaſing the gentle- 
men, they contrived their ſpouſes, who 
were acquainted with the plot, ſhould 
be preſent at the interview—the firſt 
meeting of this loyely pair was accom- 
pliſhed by artifice; they told her he 
Was coming by invitation, and procur- 
ed a letter to him from her deſiring 
him to bring Miſs Foſter with him 
from London; their arrival was inter- 


rupted ; and Miſs Foſter being admit- 


ted into the ſcheme, Matilda was led 
to the concealed ſpot, where all the trai- 
tors and abettors were hid, except 
Selina, who remained with her till the 


Captain was announced, and uſhered 


G4. into 


7 


f 
| 
] 
| 
| 
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into her preſence. After the mutual em- 
brace of the two ſiſters, Selina retired 
to her place of concealment, when a 
ſcene enſued I am unable to deſcribe. 
The moment they were alone, the Cap- 
tain fell on his knee, and ſeizing her 
hand with rapture, exclaimed © Oh! 
«© Matilda, deareſt of women, how 
© happy haſt thou, by this condeſcen- 
<« fion, made thy unworthy ſlave ? How 
5 can ] ſufficiently pour forth my gra- 
** titude to you, or thole friends, who 
© have intereſted themſelves in my 
ce behalf: Nothing but gratitude and 
love ſhall ever inhabit the late tor- 
© mented breaſt of thy adored Ed. 
*« ward——tell me, exclaimed he, 
kiſſing her hand ten thouſand times, if 
poſſible, in a moment, © when will the 

© happy 
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ce happy day arrive on which I can call 


«© thee mine.” 


Matilda, amazed at what ſhe had juſt 
heard, endeavoured to withdraw her 
hand from that of the Captain, and aſked 
what ſhe was to underſtand by his laſt 
words? © You know, Sir,” continued 
ſhe, © my determination; and I'll hear 
her no more till Providence has al- 
«« tered your ſtation. You have long 
«© known my affection, which it has not 
« been in my power to conceal, and [ 
« ſincerely rejoice to ſee you; ſtill how- 


« ever I am under the neceſſity of de- 


* firing you to quit me, or never more 


mention what you have juſt repeat- 


e 


1 « Cruel 
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© Cruel Matilda!“ cried the noble 
youth burſting into tears, Cruel beau- 
ty! why were my fond hopes delud- 
ed with fo flattering a proſpect: I 
„go then for ever from the brink of 
% happineſs, plunged ſtill deeper into 
—Why ſuffer me to fall 


ce the victim of delufion, or inſult my 


" deſpair 


ce feelings by raiſing me to the utmoſt 
«© ſummit of my wiſhes, then cruſhing 
« my hopes on the verge of confum- 
* mation, only to render me {till more 
« unhappy ?——permit me a laſl em- 


« brace, and V' II fly for ever.“ 


Matilda, and the whole company 
were evidently affected; the gentlemen 
began to repent their frolic, bur none 
had power to ſtir.— Matilda ſobbed, 


and 
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and urging him not to go, ſaid, I 
* have not deluded you; I have not 
„ inſulted you; God forbid! all my 


6 


La) 


earthly happineſs 1s centered in you, 
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« why will you fly? The all protecting 


——_ 


«© hand of Providence, will, I am. per- 


c 


"As 4 


— 


ſuaded, give us an opportunity of 


3 r 


* being yet happy, but why ſhould we 
be thus impatient? God in his own 
ce time, who ſees our conſtancy, will 


reward our affection.” 


«© Oh! life-giving word,” replied the 
Captain, “ you again revive my hopes, 
* but was your love as ardent as mine, 
e you would not reject the ſolicitation 
of your deareſt friends, nor withſtand 
the fond intreaties of your moſt faith- 


98 ful and fervent lover. You ſee Selina 


cc 


G6 happy- 


0 
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% happy with a Warton, your brother 


* with a Georgiana, a Dean with a Ma- 
« ria; their earneſt aud mutual wiſhes 
* are to ſee Matilda ſo with her Ed- 
* ward; and that Matilda is inſenfible 
© of her own happineſs .” 


No Sir,” replied ſhe, © you miſ- 
c take; it is not ſo, they are all happy, 


© and next to my own, I rejoice in 


*« theirs; they eſteem you, but not one 


«© has mentioned the ſubject as you re- 


pg 


preſent it.” 


«© Infatuated maid,” ſaid the Cap- 
tain, „look on this letter, which 


brought me to you, ſatisfy yourſelf of 
„their wiſhes:“ Matilda read the 
letter, but ſtill aſſured the Captain it was 
a for- 
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a forgery to render them both unhap- 
py: © Pity me,” ſaid ſhe, © and par- 
« don my behaviour to you; had 1 
„known of this, I ſhould have been 
15 prepared to have anſwered and con- 
« vinced you of its falſity; but my 
„brother ſhall fee it, and we will en- 


« deavour to trace the author.” 


The Captain remained filent for a 
moment, but at length claſping her in 
his arms, exclaimed, *©* Now can you 
&© confider me in fault? do you not 
„think it a diſappointment ſufficient 
© to render me miſerable ! Sure a heart 


« of adamant cannot inhabit that di- 


vine form to render it callous to the 


« ſoft incitements of love and friend- 


„ ſhip,——*<* No Matilda,” continued 


the 
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the Captain, tis impoſſible ! and we 
„ muſt not part thus.” Mitford 


entered from behind the arras—“ No, 


©. nor ſhall not, by Heaven, till you 
« call me brother!“ 


Matilda ſhrieked, and fainted in the 
arms of her lover—every, aſſiſtance was 
immediately adminiſtered to recover the 
gentle fair, who at length opened her 
fine eyes, to the unſpeakable joy of her 
affrighted lover; this frolic, which had 
nearly proved fatal to the lovers, was 


ſincerely repented of by all parties. 


Mr. Warton pathetically related the 
ſcene which by his imprudence he had 
occaſioned; but hoped both parties 
would pardon him, ſince his intentions 


were 
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to make them happy; ſo ſaying, he 
put the commiſſion into Matilda's hand, 
and added, fee if that obdurate fair 
«can alter her ſentiments if you 
* cannot, you love not, fince love and. 


5 friendſhip can do no more.” 


Matilda would fain have knelt. to: 
our brother, but he would accept no 
thanks, only intreated pardon for wan- 


tonly ſporting with their peace. 


The Captain's noble heart was 
melted with gratitude, which ſufful. 
ed his eyes and diſenabled him from 
uttering a word be was aſked: Are 
40 you now ready to receive this lady 
as a bride! And are you ready, Ma- 
« dam, to make the beſt of men hap- 


57 


py.” 
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py.” The Captain was all extaſy, the 
Lady covered with bluſhes: he claſped 
her in his arms, while every tongue 
rung the perſuaſive peal, till he exhorted 
a faint yes; he no ſooner announced this 
pleaſing affirmative, than Mr. Mitford 
deſired my beloved to put it out of her 
power to recede, which ſhe reſiſted, 
and was forced a willing victim to the 
altar; her two bride maids being 1n 
waiting, my Lord and Lady C—— 

were called in, and his Lordſhip inſiſt- 
ing on the ſame honor he had before 

among us, gave her to her enraptured 


Captain. 


A Miſs Foſter and a Miſs Huet were 
the bride maids; and fo in the ſpace of 
an hour, Matilda, from whoſe thoughts 


marriage 
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marriage was as yet far diſtant, became 
a bride to the only man, who had ever 
made an impreſſion on one of the moſt 
perfect and lovely women in the crea- 
tion, who had long ſighed for the ob- 
ject of her affections, ere ſhe would 
yield conſent to be his, urging pruden- 
tial motives, and that her affection 
would never, after marriage, per- 
mit her to ſeparate from her huſband, 
and the attachment of her beloved bro- 
ther: the delightful village alſo invited 
her to reſide where happineſs crowned 


its benevolent inhabitants, 


After the ceremony, which was per- 
formed in my brother's Chapel, ſhe 
collected her ſpirits ſufficient to beg it 
might be kept ſecret from the reſt of 

the 
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the company; and the uſual ceremony 


in ſuch caſes being complied with, we 
feparated as if nothing had happened. 


Our gueſts coming in from rambling 


in different parties ſoon after, and the 


uſual ſalutation over, an elegant cold 


collation was ſerved up, and each were 


ſhewn their reſpective chambers. By 
the deſire of the lovely couple, they 
retired with us, as did Miſs Foſter 
and Huet, with ſeveral others who choſe 
to be more retired than they poſſibly 
could be ſhould they mix 1n the general 
buſtle ; and the marriage was kept a 
profound fecret from all but thoſe who 
were witneſſes of the ſtrenuous endea- 
yours of Mr, Warton to render his ſiſter 
happy. N 


ap ney . = 
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On Sunday morning was private 
breakfaſting, ſome in parties in the gar- 
den, others in the ſaloon, but all re- 
paired to the Church, for ſo the invita- 
tion ran, and the Captain led his bride 
there in ſilent triumph. An excellent 
ſermon was preached by the Honoura- 
ble and Rev. Dr. C——, in favour 
of conjugal lave and domeſtic felicity, 
compared with the degeneracy of the 
age, which ſeemed to have a moſt 
happy effe& on a numerous audience. 


Dinner was ſerved up in different 
apartments, excluſive of that in the 
grand ſaloon, to which our hundred per- 
ſons ſeated themſelves. Every thing 
was conducted in the greateſt order, 
and the company ſeemed particularly 

N char med 
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charmed with the delightful park and 


woods adjoining,——All retired early 
to reſt, as with one conſent, both from 
reſpect to the day, and to be prepared 
for early rifing to begin the Jubilee. 


The morn was uſhered in by the 
riſing ſun, bells ringing, and the ſhep- 
| herds neatly and uniformly dreſſed, 
tuning their pipes, and ſere nading the 
houfe and park with a variety of rural 
entertainments, which from the extreme 


length of this letter I muſt paſs over. 


Mr. Warton and Mitford were up to 
congratulate the company, and conduct 
chem to their appointed places for 
breakfaſt, in a beautiful and extenſive 
garden adjoining to the houſe; where 


art 


— ee — ññ— 
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art and nature ſeemed combined to 
ſpread luxurious delight; here about 
twenty boys and as many girls were 
habited in a rural ſtyle, and decorated 
with artificial and real flowers, ſpread- 
ing the walks, as they entered in four 
diviſions to four tables. At one Lord 


C—— and Georgiana preſided ; ano- 
ther Warton and Lady C a third, 
Mitford and Selina; the fourth the 


Captain and his wife. The company 


| were equally divided, and grand pavil- 


lions ſhielded them from the weather. 


At each table five girls and five boys 


attended, and excited the general ad- 
miration of the company. Behind the 
different pavillions, a band of muſic de- 
lighted the cars, while converſation ra- 


tional 
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tional and entertaining rendered the re- 


paſt highly agreeable. 


When breakfaſt was ended the com- 
pany walked into the park, which the 
villagers had occupied, and were pre- 
paring many rural ſports; amongſt 
others the noble game of cricket, at 
which two ſets of the young and hand- 
ſome were ſelected, who ſtrove for three 
prizes. The firſt a plough, the other 
two of leſs value. This afforded great 
entertainment and laſted ſome hours; 
during which a cold collation was ſerv- 
ed with wine; &c. for the common 


uſe, 


After a ſharp conteſt for the prizes 
was decided, another ſet appeared, with 
bows 


OF FELICITY. 143 


bows and arrows, in manner of the old 
Engliſh archery, in which, great {kill 
and dexterity werediſplayed ; the prizes 
were three ſheep to the beſt mark(. 
man, two ſheep. to the ſecond, and one 
to the third. The archers were neatly 
and uniformly clad, and their acti- 


vity afforded great entertainment to the 


noble ſpectators. 


Theſe amuſements being ended, the 


country people were ſummoned to din 


ner, at which about one hundred men 


women and children were aſſembled, 
the dinner conſiſted of old Engliſh roaſt 
beef and plumb pudding ; there was 
boiled beef, beſides, and ſeveral ſheep 
dreſſed with vegetables of all kinds; 
and great order and decorum was ob- 


lerved ; 
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ſerved ; this plentiful proviſion, was 
made in order that the ruſtics might 
partake of a ſupper. 


Dinner being ended, the gueſts re- 
tired to the houſe, to imitate the villa- 
gers and every thing in ſeaſon, both 
uſeful and ornamental appeared at the 
table; a moſt elegant deſert crowned 
the feſtive and hoſpitable board. The 
Ladies and Gentlemen differed from 
modern companies, the former deemed 
it no indecency to remain while the 
gentleman indulged the bottle. A ſpa- 
cious room was thrown open exhibiting 
an amazing number of inſtruments, and 
we had a number of voices, which ſeem- 
ed to unite every individual as one har- 
monious ſoul. 7 
Nothing 
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Nothing, my dear ſiſter, could equal 
the ſeraphic bliſs with which all ſeemed 
enraptured ; and I am much miſtaken, 
if it does not produce tender ſcenes 


between ſome of the parties preſent, — 


The Duke of — ſeemed particularly 
attentive to a Miſs Lo——, who adds 
to great {kill in muſic and harmony of 
voice, an elegant figure and amiable 


diſpoſition. 


Lord Townly, who before had paid 
great attention to Miſs Mitford, find- 
ing her Captain with her, like a man 
of honour, has withdrawn his forces of 
love, and beſieged with its whole ar- 
tillery her friend, Miſs Foſter, who, 
abating a little for coquetry, is, in- 
deed, a lovely girl. ; 1 
Vox. I. H Severa- 
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Several other young couples ſeemed 
well pleaſed with each other, and par- 
ticularly attracted by the beauty of the 
ſcene, which was well adapted to inſpire 
tender paſſion. Thoſe who enjoyed the 
ſweets of this terreſtrial Paradiſe, were 
in no haſte to bring it to a concluſion, 
as they did not break up till a very late 
Hour. 


The villagers alſo ſhared its pleaſures, 
for the concert being in the lower part 
of the houſe, and the doors and win- 
dows thrown open, theſe worthy people 
partook of the feſtivity. It was con- 
cluded by the ruſtics who began it, 
with a ball on the green, in which ſe- 
veral of the young Noblemen cordially 
joined. This over, ſupper was an- 

nounced, 
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nounced, and ſerved with no leſs deco- 
rum and elegance than dinner the pre- 
ceding day. 


I fear my dear ſiſter will think this a 
tedious letter ; ſhall, therefore, defer 
till my next an account of the ſplendor 
and conviviality of as noble and worthy 
an aſſemblage of beauty and dignity as 
ever, perhaps, graced the manſion of a 
private gentleman. 


Pray preſent our moſt cordial affec- 


tion to your beloved ſpouſe and chil- 


dren, and believe me to be with the 
higheſt ſentiments of eſteem. 


* 


Tour's, 


Hz M, DEAN. 


N 


3 THE VALE 


LETTER XXX. 


MRS. DEAN 
TO 


MRS. AUSTIN. 
IN CONTINUATION. 5 


3 to promiſe in my 
laſt, I have taken up my pen, to 
inform my dear ſiſter of our matrimo- 
nia] Jubilee; though it has placed my 
brother in an amiable light to all around 
him, it has not increaſed our happi- 
neſs, ſince that can receive no addition 


this world can afford. Heaven grant 


this felicity may continue; though it 
wel 
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will make life, perhaps, too deſirable. 
Yet, according to the diſpoſition of our 
amiable Patrons, there ſeems little doubt 
of its durability. 


1 finiſhed my laſt with an account of 
Monday's feſtival, and muſt now pre- 
ſent you with Tueſday's, which was of 
a moſt elegant nature. About a mile 
from the houſe, at the extremity of the 
Park runs the Thames, on which there 
was what in the metropolis would be 
called a Regatta. The breakfaſt was 
much in the ſame ſtyle as Monday's; 
but many, from the fatigue of the over 
vight, choſe their own apartments. 


A moſt magnificent dinner was pro- 
vided, on board a number of pleaſure- 
R ů barge, 
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barges, or yachts, elegantly decorated, 
each having a band of muſic ; the com- 
pany divided themſelves by lot, and 
the ſame perſons preſided as at the tables 
on ſhore, The day was beautiful be- 
yond deſcription, and a grand ſalute of 
cannon was diſcharged when the com- 
pany all got on board. They had an 
agreeable ſail of ſeveral hours, till din- 
ner was ſerved, when they returned 
near the park, where ſeven ſmall boats 
appeared, with each a young waterman 
on board, deſtined to row againſt tide, 
for three prizes of twenty, ten, and five 
guineas; and the boat of each rower, 
ſucceſsful or not, was to be his own; 
they were dreſſed in a very light, but 
pleaſing manner, and well deſerved the 


reward they contended for; and as the 


weather 


8 wenge 
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weather proved ſo favourable, it was a 
molt delightful ſcene. The ſpectators 
on ſhore were numerous; and after the 
uſual refreſhments, the company landed 


under a diſcharge of cannon, 


In the dreſſes for the ball, there was 
an emulation of magnificence which 
would have done honour to a Couri.— 
As ſoon as all the company were aſſem- 
bled in the ball- room, Lord C de- 
fired the favor of ſpeaking a few words, 
to introduce a daughter. Poor Matilda 
bluſhed—but my Lord, taking hold of 
her by the hand, ſaid, Though 1 
e promiſed ſecrecy at the ceremony, I 
* do not, my dear, think it will be to 
your honour to keep it ſo, and to let 
<« this noble company part, without 
| He e ſharing 


— —ͤꝛ — - 
67.7... A IE Te 
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*© ſharing your felicity, which I am 
«« well aware they all do: I ſhall deli- 


ver my daughter to your protection, 


La) 


and both of you to the friendſhip of 
« all preſent.” 


« Ladies and Gentlemen,” conti- 
nued his Lordſhip, © this Lady was 
* abſolutely bent againſt marriage, 
e though ſhe did not deny her attach- 
70 ment for this gallant Captain; but 
on the firſt meeting on | Saturday, 
© helped by a ſcheme of her worthy 


© brother's, and extorting a promiſe 


c of amendment from her, we inſiſted 


© on the immediate celebration of an 


event deſirable to the whole family, 


«© which, with a promiſe of ſecrecy, 


% was happily and inſtantly concluded, 


« and 
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and Iam proud in having the ho- 
e nour of calling her daughter.” He 
then with a gallantry peculiarly pleaſ- 
ing, ſaluted the bride, who was co- 
vered with confuſion ; his example was 
followed by all the gentlemen preſent, 
and the room rang with the congratula- 
tions of all preſent for their laſting 
happineſs, every one declaring the moſt 


cordial friendſhip for the happy pair, 


I confeſs this ceremony was almoſt 
too much for any lady to bear; but 
not being previouſly apprized of it, her 
ſpirits were not depreſſed till the mo- 
ment their exertion was called into act 
tion. The tumult of joy having ſub- 
ſided, my Lord ſaid he muſt do him- 
ſelf the ſame honour he had before with 
. Hg: has 
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his own children, and took Matilda 
out for the firſt minuet, which thoſe 
two accompliſhed perſons went through 
with inimitable grace, to the admira- 
tion of every one preſent. The Duke 


of — ſelected the partner I men- 
tioned before, and a lovely couple they 
certainly are. Lord Townly and Miſs 
Foſter (I beg her pardon for my unjuſt 
ſuſpicion of her). Suffice it to ſay, a 
more agreeable couple never met.— 
You will excuſe me, I hope, for ad- 
ding no more of the dancing. We had 
all partners to our fatisfaction; and 
though no improper aſſignations took 
place, yet there were ſeveral nymphs 
and ſwains, who, I dare ſay, will often 


meet again. 


The 
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The domeſtic happineſs which pre- 
vails amongſt us ſeems to inſpire the gay 
young men with true ideas of the feli- 
city of a conjugal life, when the ob- 
jects are poſſeſſed of congenial ſouls, as 
we are; there we have reaſon to hope 
we ſhall be the humble inſtruments of 


promoting the happineſs of many. 


The Captain expreſſed his joy at his 
nuptials being made public, and de2 
clares himſelf the happieſt of men. Our 
noble company kept up the ball with 
great ſpirit, and next day was men- 
tioned as a time of ſeparation, but the 
lovers of harmony, my brother in par- 
ticular, have entreated another concert 
before we part, which meets the ap- 
probation of all parties, who fear no- 

Bi ching 
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thing but intruding too much ; nor 
conld any other reaſon ever make them 
Wiſh to leave ſo hoſpitable and ele 
ful a place. 


The beginning of Wedneſday was 
ſpent in various rambling parties. Af- 
ter dinner, on the plain before the 
houſe, the concert commenced ; every 

one bore a part, which far exceeded 
the utmoſt ſtretch of imagination. It 
was indeed divine, and it was with 
difficulty we could prevail on ourſelves 
to give up the pleaſing taſk ; but we 


had one more pleaſure to partake of, 


though ; it was only a feaſt for the eyes. 

We attended a magnificent and ſuperb 
fire work, conducted by the ſame hands 

who furniſh Ranclagh with that ſpecics 

of 
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of amuſement ; but nothing came near 
the delightful ſcene we had before left, 
which, with one univerſal conſent, we 


agreed to dedicate two hours more to 
after breakfaſt. 


I would have mentioned a few names 
as ſupremely great ; but the whole was 
ſo compleat a band, that it would be 
injuſtice to comment on any individual; 
and the moſt refined amateurs of the 
art muſt have acknowledged its excel- 

lence, | 


Immediately after this was over, our 
gueſts began to take their leave, This 
was a ſcene of real tenderneſs between 
the viſitors and the viſited ; and it was 
mutually agreed to keep up the anni- 


verſary 
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verſary of the ſeaſon at one or other of 
their country ſeats, and every one ſign- 
ed a paper, preſented by the Duke of 


as a member of the happy and 


harmonious ſociety. Senſibility was 
keenly awakened at the parting, ſo 
mutually charmed had the company 
been with each other. The greater part 
were driven away by the approach of 
evening ; but a ſmall and agreeable 
party were prevailed on to give us their 
company a few days longer. Lord C— 
and his amiable conſort remained, as 
did Lord Townly by his own invitation, 
who is a profeſſed admirer of Miſs 
Foſter : He is an accompliſhed man, 
of courſe agreeable to us, and ] believe 
no leſs ſo to her. She is ſo full of vi- 
vacity ſometimes, as to overpower him, 

19.7 which 


[4 
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which ſhe does by way of trying the 
ſtrength of his affection. | 


The Captain and his Lady ſtays a 
fortnight with us, and then he goes to 
London for a ſhort time, but does not 
intend to take a houſe in town, rather 
chooſing to divide his time of abſence 
from the regiment betwixt us and Mr. 
Mitford. My brother has accommo- 
dated him with a ſuite of apartments in 
his houſe, and Mr. Mitford has done 
the ſame. 10 


My Lord C-— and his Lady, Mr. 
Mitford and Georgiana, and four village 
couples, leave us in about three or four 
days. And now, my dear ſiſter, I have 
given you the beſt account in my power 


of 
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of the whole; which may, perhaps, 
have tired your patience as unprofitable 
reading ; therefore conclude with wiſh- 
ing you and your's uninterrupted health 


and happineſs, 


Dear ſiſter, 
Your's affectionately, 


MARIA DEAN, 


LETTER 
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LETTER xXXXI. 


DUKE o 
10 
SIR HARRY EYELTIN. 

: DEAL SIR HARRY, 
AM juſt now arrived from Paradiſe, 
a perfect Paradiſe, I aſſure you; 
but how I am, I know not; I want a 
friend's help and advice in the moſt ſe- 
rious buſineſs of my life. I think I am 
in love; but whether it is with a wo- 
man, or flowing from general ideas of 
matrimony, I cannot fly. The place 
I have left is certainly a matrimonial 
Heaven, infuſing life and extatic bliſs 


in 


4 
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in its favourite votaries. Oh, that you 


had been but a witneſs to thoſe ſcenes 
of delight 1 have juſt quitted with re- 
gret. 


You probably have heard of Lord 


4— and a village called the Vale 


of Felicity. I was there about four 


months ago, at the celebration of the 


nuptials of ſeven amiable couples, and 
have now been at Worton ſeat, at a 


Jubilee given by him, at which all the 


lovely pairs aſſiſted, and alſo an eighth 


marriage took place on the evening the 
company aſſembled, but in a private 


manner, to humour the bride, who is 


an angel— Captain Williams the happy | 


poſſeſſor. Indeed, more beauty and 
perfection never met, than in the ladies 
. I have 


— © — 
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I have mentioned vainly did I lament 
one of them was not deſtined for me ; 
but I am ſenſible I have not deſerved 
the diſtinction ; and I much fear I ſhall 
never meet with one who can confer on 
me that bliſs I have witneſſed in thoſe 
regions of happineſs, If there is an- 
other divinity on earth, it muſt be in 
that circle ; for, indeed, it ſeems to 
have diffuſed its influence, and I have 
not eſcaped the force of its power. 
J have ſeen—and, I believe, love a 
Miſs L her perſon is charming; 
her mind ſeems enlightened; ſhe ſings 


divinely, dances gracefully, and plays 
delightfully.—In my libertine moments 
I have adored her; but now I look for 
happineſs of a more ſubſtantial nature; 
I want a _ an exact copy of what 

I have 
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J have ſeen; one capable to charm me, 
and in whoſe tender diſpoſition and af- 
fection I might repoſe with ſecurity.— 
Whether the one I have mentioned 
would be this to me, I ſhould like to 
know—lf in the affirmative, I ſhould 
be the happieſt of mortals.—I find I 
love her with an affection that diſturbs 
my peace.—Aſſiſt me, my dear friend, 
in this dilemma, and do not ridicule 
the ſerious converſion of your once gay 
friend. You know not the difference, 
perhaps, of modeſt virtue and unadorn- 
ed beauty from an aſſemblage of poor 


bl 


painted ——'5$. Oh, horrid name !— 


too bad to mention; and I am forry to 
ſay, you and I have ſacrificed many a 
precious hour at the ſhrine of voluptu- 
euſneſs, and that without any real fatis- 


faction; 


OF FELICITY. 165 


faction; in ſhort, nothing but loſs of 
honour, peace, reſt, and conſtitution. 
Once more I entreat your advice in this 
arduous taſk—tell me how I am to try 
the temper of my angelic miſtreſs. I 
ſhall rely on your friendſhip, and re- 
queſt your immediate anſwer, remain. 
ing, in the mean time, with the higheſt 
ſentiments of eſteem. 


* 


Your's, | 


. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXXII. 


— 4 s 
* — 
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MISS HUET 
3 
MRS. WARTON. 
DEAREST FRIEND, 
A CCORDING to your requeſt, this 
- ſerves to acquaint you; that 1 
got ſafe home, but not without a con- 
voy: Captain Wilſon met my chaiſe 
immediately on my quitting your houſe: 
he was on horſeback, attended by a 
couple of ſervants, and inſiſted on ſee- 
ing me ſafe home. 1 fancy it was a 


contrivance of Warton's z but I muſt 


pardon him, as my Squire behaved 
F-.: with 
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* 


with the moſt reſpectful and diſtant at» 


tention, riding cloſe by the door for 
ſeveral miles, till a violent ſtorm. ga- 


thering, good manners induced me to 


aſk him to ſhelter himſelf, which he did 
with apparent thankfulneſs; and our 
diſcourſe turning on the ſubje& of thoſe 
friends we had juſt left, he, in the moſt 


modeſl, but affecting manner, declared 


a paſſion of the ſincereſt kind for me, 


wiſhing it had been his lot to be among 


che choſen few, who ſeemed born to 


bleſs mankind, and to become patterns 


of conjugal affection to the world. 


« And why, my dear Miſs Huet,“ 


| faid he,“ may not you and I contri- 
© bute to this great end? I have ſeen 
4 ſo much true joy and felicity in thoſe 


© happy manſions, that I from this 


c moment 


ht 
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moment declare myſelf a votary of 
& yirtuous love, and an enemy to vice 
«© in whatever form it may appear.“ 
He prefled my hand with rapture—l 
was perfectly dumb, and looked ſo ſilly 
as to be aſhamed of myſelf. He urged 
an anſwer. I thanked him in the beſt 
manner I was able, and applauded his 
reſolution ; but told him I could ſay no 
further without conſulting my mamma. 
To this he expreſſed his acquieſcence, 
and begged permiſſion to wait on me 
home. He aſked if my heart was diſ- 
engaged. 1 ingenuouſly anſwered it 
was, though I did not ſay truth, for I 
found it too much inclined towards 
him; however, after an agreeable jour- 
ney, we reached home, and he engag- 
ingly led me in to my mamma, who re- 


ceived 
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* 


ceived me with joy, and him very po- 
litely; at the ſame time thanked him 
and Mr. Warton for ſeeing me ſafe ; 


and upon my telling her he was many 


miles from home, ſhe entreated him to 
take a bed, which he readily accepted. 


After he retired, my mother made 


many enquiries, and, without heſita- 


tion, I told her the whole that had paſ- 
ſed. She ſeemed highly pleaſed with 


my candour, and received him at break - 
faſt with the greateſt cordiality and 
frankneſs. Of this he took the advan- 
tage, and preferred his ſuit, which he 


urged ſo powerfully, as to gain her con- 


ſent to pay his addreſſes in form. She ; 


is, thank the Gracious Power, as well 
as we can expect her to be. She has 
often declared the chief obje& of her 


n I __ wiſhes 


% n Vn 


wiſhes was to ſee me and my fiſter hap- 
pily ſettled. Captain Wilſon is now 
with us, having accepted an invitation 
to paſs a few days here. Adieu, my 
dear friend, and forget me not to your 
beloved. 


% Your's ſincer ely, 


* 


k. HUET. 


LETTER 
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MRS. MIT FORD 
T0. 
MRS. WARTON. 


* 


O 


DEAREST SISTER, | | 
A FTER a pleaſant journey, in 
X which we had nothing to regret, 
but the ſeparation which has taken place 
among us, we arrived in our dear vil- 
lage, and were received were great joy 
by all its inhabitants, who expreſſed a 
ſatisfaction little ſhort of adoration at 
the ſight of their noble and generous 
Patrons and benefactors. What heart- 
felt ſenſations of joy muſt thoſe exalted 
* * 12 Perſonages 
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Perſonages feel, in being able to ren- 


. der ſo many induſtrious people happy 5 


and not only thoſe, but others are likely 
to ſhare the bleſſings they have diffuſed, 
Bleſſings I muſt call them; for did my 
Selina know what I now feel, and what 
I have hitherto felt, on account of the 
induſtrious-poor, among whom I have 
ſojourned till this period of life, I 
_ ſhould deeply awaken her ſenſibility, in 
a degree the extreme oppoſite of that 
joy J taſte in my preſent incomparable 
ſtate of happineſs. I allude to thoſe 
unhappy people of a diſtant region, 
who, merely becauſe they differ from 


us in colour, are doomed to groan be- 
neath the yoke of perpetual flayery, 
Can the tincture of the ſkin juſtify ſo 
cruel an exerciſe of authority ?—Or, 

are 
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are the heavenly portals ſhur to all who 
are not of our own: complexion | 
Humanity ſhudders at the idea, and 
Religion forbids ſuch a ſuppoſition.— 
But the feelings of the one, and the 
principles of the other, are ſacrificed to 
2 DT thirſt for . 


My brother, from his humane tem- 
per, was an excellent maſter ; and of- 
ten has it affected him to have under 
him as vaſſals, Chiefs, and even Princes, 
whom he has purchaſed like beaſts, and 
almoſt to perform the ſame duties. 

Many has he reſtored to liberty, and all 

5 he endeavoured to make comfortable 
under his care. But even this could 
not ſatisfy a heart capable of feeling for 
another's woes. Often has he lamented 
| I's oy, his 


R 


his fituation, and wiſhed himſelf a la- 
bourer in his native country, the be- 
nignity of whoſe laws afford equal pro- | 
tection to the ermined Lord and the 
humble peaſant. 


The thought, however, of being able 
ſome time to do gaod, encouraged him | 
to continue in the iſland, till he found 
one in whoſe integrity he could confide 
for the ſecurity of his property. In 
the young man who married our ſiſter, 
he accompliſhed his wiſhes, and brought 
us to this land of freedom and un- 
looked - for happineſs. 8 


With this I ſend Sally Snowden, 
who I hope you will find worthy your 
choice; Nanny Needful for Maria, and 

Beil 
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Betſy Harris for myſelf. Mr. Mitford. 
takes for his aſſiſtants, Thomas Appleby 


and his wife; they are to have an apart- 


ment with us, and ſeem a happy couple, 
but I hope they are all ſo. Mr, M itford 
would wiſh Mr. Warton to take Wil- 
lam Conyers as a kind of bailiff, he be- 
ing a tolerable ſcholar; by ſo doing, he 
thinks 1t will enable them to lay by for 
old age the little they gained by their 
marriage, Indeed, we ought to look 


AE >. k 
upon them as brother and ſiſter, ſince 


one and the ſame occaſion rendered us 
what we are. My love to my brother, 
Mrs. Herbert, Maria, and Mr. * 


and am dear Selina ever 


1 


Me 'Your's, 
GEORGIANA WARTON. 
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SIR HENRY EVELYN 
EE ts 
THE DUKE. OF ——.. 


F conformity to your requeſt, I now 
give you my advice as brief as poſ- 
ſible; and am ſorry you ſhould even 
bint at my ridiculing your preſent turn 
of mind: It is commendable and praiſe- 
worthy ; and were I even the moſt 
thoughtleſs libertine, I ſhould always, 
thank Heaven, revere virtue wherever. 
1 found it. Iam more than charmed 
wi your friends and would have 
| ihonghe 
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thought myſelf infinitely happy to have 
been of the party. Your account, in- 
deed, was only ſuperficial ; but I have 
ſeen Townly, who .has given me ver- | 
bally a particular account of every cir- 
cumſtance; and I can aſſure you he is 
in the ſame predicament with yourſelf, 
only he has not the ſame doubts re- 
ſpecting his future happineſs ; he ſeems 
confident of it, and I wiſh him ſucceſs, 
My advice to you, my dear friend is, 
to ſound the lady's mind, and ſee that 
her attachment be not of an intereſted 
nature , then try her principles, and if 
you are therefrom ſatisfied of her hav- 
ing had a religious and virtuous educa- 
tion, you need no longer heſitate in 


making your propoſals, candidly telling 
her what you exped in the- married 
1 15 ſtate. 
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ſtate. Tf your courage be ;nſufficient 
for this, tranſmit your thoughts by let- 
ter; this way you will find to fave 
much trouble, and obtain a more ready 
and explicit anſwer. I do not wiſh you 
to have a prude for your wife—No, 1 
only adviſe you to take care and have 
one whoſe morals have not been too 
much debaſed by a familiar inter- 
_ courſe with the faſhionable world. You 
will beſt learn this from the paſt con- 
duct of the Lady's parents. This is the 
only advice I can'offer, and I wiſh you 
ſpeedily to adopt it—A Miſs Foſter is 
Townly's hope. ] wiſh you both 2 
happy celebration, and ſhall be proud 
of being prefent, and having the hap- 
pineſs of giving you a bride equal to 
Four wiſhes, | 

3 Further 
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Further I requeſt, that the celebra- 
tion may be at your own ſeat, and that 
your tenants ſhare your bounty. But 1 
write as if all your expectations were 
anſwered—of this, however, I have but 
little doubt they will be; and beg leave 
40 ſubſcribe myſelf, — 


Your's ſincerely, 
HENRY EVELYN... 


. 9 N 7 N 4 © ; 
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LETTER XXXV. 


MR. WARTON 
10 


bi ' MR. MITFORD. 


”" DEAR FRIEND, 


A CCEPT my ſincere thanks for the 
- A. moſt compleat happineſs mortal 
ever enjoyed in poſſeſſion of the moſt - 
amilſble of ſiſters. Accept my thanks 
alſo for contributing to the happineſs of 
my beloved ſiſter in an eminent degree, 


as ſhe herſelf expreſſes it. Mr. Dean, 
that worthy man, muſt alſo be remem- 
by me with gratitude, for the affection 
he bears my dear Maria. Believe me, 
SY my 
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my happineſs would have been incom- 
plete, if my ſiſters had not been per- 
fectly ſo. I rejoice with Selina and you 
in the happy union of the Captain and 
Matilda; though, I confeſs I rather re- 
pented our experiment. They are a 
pair rich in every virtue, and may no- 
thing but remote old age ever diſſolve 
their union. I thank you for your care 
of my domeſtic concerns, and with plea- 
ſure accept the perſon you recommend 
for my bailiff. I thought of doing the 
buſineſs myſelf; but the confinement 
would deprive me of the opportunity 
of enquiring after thoſe victims of pe- 
nury and want, whoſe neceſſities huma- 
| nity inſtructs me to relieve. . The Al- 
mighty Diſpenſer of all good things 
did not give me the talent I poſſeſs to 
| hide 


182 TRE VALE 


hide it in the earth, and we only fulfil 
the purpoſe of our creation in mutually 
— each other. 
I now requeſt the correſpondence I 
expected to commence. on my firſt ar- 
rival, reſpecting our mutual hiſtory. 
That was, however, prevented by A 
combination of circumſtances, which 
makes me leſs regret the ſuſpenſion.— 
Every impediment being now removed, 
let us fairly and openly enter on the bu- 
fineſs, and be altogether domeſticated. 
I claim the prior engagement; and, 
for myſelf,” I fall moſt unreſervedly 
unfold every particular of my progreſs 
| through life, which has been marked 
In the beginning with good fortune, 
and crowned in the end with ſupreme 
2 happineſs; 
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happineſs. In your life I do not expect 
2 recapitulation of great exploits or ad- 

ventures, but I long for an account of 
that godlike man, Lord C, "as it 


would be my greateſt ambition to copy 
after ſo perfect a model. 


Your's ever, 


T. WAR TON. 


LETTER 


0 4 
: ö VS. PET Ta", 
L hel * 


LETTER XXXVI. 


MR. MIT FORD 
| TD . 
MR. WARTON.. 


ESTEEMED FRIEND. | 


RECEIVED your's, and fo far as 
my ſmall adventures run, chearfully 


comply with your requiſition. You 
may remember I was ſent for from 
ſchool to attend my father's funeral, 


who died of an epidemic diſtemper ; and 


from the cloſe attention of my mother 


during his illneſs, together with the 
effect his death had on her more than 
common tenderneſs, ſhe ſurvived him 
we” but 
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but a few days, leaving three orphan 
children unprotected; myſelf only 
about ſixteen, Matilda eight, and Selina 
ſix years of age. I was a young guar- 
dian indeed you walk fay, but though fo 
young, I found a ſecret ſomething whiſ- 
per me to protect theſe infants, From 
that moment I conſidered myſelf as 
their only parent, What my father left 
us was trifling, compared with the 
ſtyle in which we lived; we had a 
ſerva nt who lived with my mother from 
ber infancy, and, with the conſent of 
Mr. Wiſeman, who was left an Execu- 
tor, I retained her with us. Our whole 
portion left by my father was about two 
thouſand pounds; but the ſalary he en- 
joyed from his poſt enabled him to live 
very genteel. As I had received a claſ- 
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fical education, I was urged by my 
friends to fix on ſome profeſſion. Some- 
times I was for the Church, ſometimes 


for the bar, ever varying in my mind, as 


my wiſhes were not to leave my ſiſters, 
as in either caſe I muſt have done, had 


I choſe one of thoſe. 


During this interval of thinking Mr. 


Spicer, an intimate friend of my father's, 
happening to call, the diſcourſe turned 


on my future proſpects; I candidly in- 
formed him my reaſons for not chuſing 
any profeſſion. He commended me in 
the waymeſt- terms; and kindly in- 
formed me my Lord C——'s ſteward- 


ſhip was vacant; in which with frugality 


I'might inſure a comfortable living for 


my little family; at the ſame time ob- 


ſerved. 


187 
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lerved my youth 105 inexperience; but 

notwithſtanding, aſſured me, if I ap- 
proved it, my Lord would have no 
ſcruples, ſince his only wiſh was to do 
good. I had ſcarce preſence of mind 
to thank him for ſo unexpected a mark 
of friendſhip, but with ſome heſitation 
told him it would be the height of my 
ambition to devote my future life to 
his ſervice. He left me, promiſing” to 
exert himſelf in my behalf, and ſaid; he 
had no devote but if his Lordſhip had 

known the circumſtances he would him · 
| ſelf have propoſed it; this you may be 
fure was a balſam for my ſpirits; for 
young as | was, the loſs of my parents 
had given me a ſteadi neſs uncommon 
for my years. was not long in ſuſ- 


pence; Mr. and wrote for me to at- 
— tend 


— ra << —_— — Oy <5 
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tend my Lord. two . after lie lefs 
me. I immediately ſer off with joy; 
but a timid modeſty kept me within 


bounds. I waited on my friend, who 


immediately introduced me to his 


Lordſhip and his amiable Lady; they 


received me with the greateſl affability, 
which removed the fears that had before 
depreſſed me; they condoled me on the 
loſs of my parents; enquired. minutely 


into my. circumſtances ; of all which L 
informed them truly.. | 


My Lord'tlien ſpoke of his Steward- 
ſhip; told me, if I approved of it, he 
would-make me comfortable ; and if I 
looked upon-him and his-Lady as pa- 


rents, they would make themſelves 


duch. to. me and my fiſters.. Ob, my 


friend,. 
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friend, what benignity ſhone forth in 
the countenances of theſe exalted Per- 
ſonages ; my grateful heart repreſſed 
the utterance of my tongue, and I 
vainly eſſayed to return my due ac- 
knowledgments. I bent on my knee, 
but they defired me to riſe, ſaying that 
was a humihation only due to the Deity, 
and could by no means be admitted by 
them. My filence they conſtrued into 
the molt effectual thanks I could give, 
for doing what they only looked upon 
as their duty, and begged me to retire | 
with Mr. Spicer till dinner, when he 
would inform me what they ſhould re- 
quire of me, I bowed, and retired, 
and was glad of the opportunity to find 
vent for my tears, which my friend 
permitted for ſome moments. 


When 


* — . — 
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When I began to colle& myſelf, and 
conſider the immenſe obligation, I beg- 
ged him to inform me of myduty, as I no 


longed for nothing ſo much as to approve 


myſelf worthy the confidence thoſe noble 


Perſonages had been pleaſed to honour 


me with. He left me about a quarter 


of an hour; when returning, he took 


me to the apartments allotted for my 


uſe, which was a genteel houſe adjoining 


his Lordſhip? 5, 4 the ſame you ſaw 


me _ 5 


1 was rather ſurpriſed to find ſuch 
accommodations, and only lamented 


my want of abilities to ſerve ſo good a 


Patron. We found the houſe furniſhed 


in a ſtyle of elegance; but my friend 


aſſured 
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aſſured me it always was the ſame for 
the Steward. 


We were now ſummoned to dinner, 


for which I had bur little appetite ; but 


the obliging Lady C——- compelled 
me to take what I little wanted. After 


the cloth was removed, my Lord re- 


newed the buſineſs, and told me that I 
ſhould take my choice, either to keep 
a ſeparate houſe till I was of age, or 


board with them till my ſiſters were ca- 
pable of taking the domeſtic concerns 


of my houſe upon themſelves ; if I choſe 
he would allow me two hundred pounds: 
a year, and keep my own houſe, or one 
hundred and be in his family. Vour 
ſiters will be brought up in induſtry 
and eeconomy, as my Lady, ſaid the 

3 : good 
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good man, has always ſufficient for young 
people to employ themſelves in; and 
they will, as children, I hope, bt a 


comfort to her, ſince it has pleaſed I 


Heaven fo with-hold, for wiſe purpoſes, 
that bleſſing from us. He bid me con- 


fider well before I anſwered, I told 


him there was no conſideration neceſ- 


ſary. The laſt propoſal ſeemed to beam 
from Heaven on us orphans in a moſt 


extraordinary degree and with their 


permiſſion, I would gladly accept of the 
ſingular honor of becoming boarders 


with them; as to terms I ſhould be fully 
gratified with the propoſals of reſidence 


which they bad made, and only wiſhed 
that I might be found worthy of them; 


and as our patrimony would find us 


other neceſſaries, I thought my addi- 


tion 


ti 
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tion would be an impoſition on their 
unparalleled goodneſs. His Lordſhip 
ſeemed pleaſed, and her Ladyſhip em- 
braced me with all the affection of a 
mother, and requeſted to know when 1 
would bring her little daughter, who 
ſhe ſaid reſembled their brother, and 
would ſoon ſhare her warmeſt affection. 
I replied, that her Ladyſhip muſt de- 
termine upon that point. She ſaid, then 
as ſoon as poſſible; we will go together 


in the carriage, and immediately bring 
them. We accordingly ſet off for the 
purpoſe. Matilda, who was the eldeſt, 
by her Ladyſhip's order, I firſt intro- 
duced to her new mother 3 ſhe expreſſed 
her joy in once more having a mamma. 
Selina, who was two .years younger, I 
then brought ; her Ladyſhip embraced 
Vor. I. K them 
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them in the tendereſt manner. And 
ee will you,” ſaid ſhe, © my little dears, 
ce go and hve with me? What ſays Se. 
ec lina ??Y—< Dear mamma, ſhall we 
ce ride in that coach? Is it your's ?”— 
T Yes, my loves, you ſhall ride with 
ce me.every day, if you are good, and 
ce dutiful to your papa and mamma.“ 
e What,” ſays Selina, „ ſhall we have 
ee a papa too?“ Yes,” rejoined her 
Ladyſhip, © you ſhall have both, and 
* you muſt love us as you uſed to do 
«your papa and mamma. —“ Oh,” 
exclaimed they both, that we.ſhall, 
©« for we always loved them; and, 
“e ſurely, we ſhall always love another 
© papa and mamma as well, or elſe God 
will not love us, if we do not honour 


<5 our parents.” 
This 


is 
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This innocent freedom of ſpeech, I 
hope you will pardon the repetition of; 
it had a wonderful effect on me at the 
time, and not leſs ſo on the tender and 


benevolent feelings of her Ladyſhip; 


their ſimplicity perfectly charmed her, 


and ſhe enquired for their attendant, 
the worthy woman I mentioned before; 
who, when ſhe. appeared, was bathed 


in tears, expecting to be ſeparated from 


her. little orphans.—“ Are you wil- 


« ling,” ſaid the good Lady, « to go 
© with them?“ ——“ Oh, Madam, 
cried ſhe, * it is the only wiſh I have. 


in the world. —* Well, you ſhall 


* go with us; but I muſt enjoin you. 


* ſtrictly to adhere to one thing.”— 


&. Any thing,” ſaid the paor woman, 


2 that will not part us; I am willing 


1 46 to 


dren being uſed to her, ſhe would give 
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« to do what I am able; I want no 
„ wages, only the ſatisfaction of being 


bl 


* with them.“ What I require 


* then is, that you no more call theſe 


o 


* 


children orphans; from this moment 


“J am their mother, and my huſband 


c 


Aa 


their father; teach them their duty 


- 


* 


to us, and I will be your friend 
through life.” 


- - 


4 


The poor woman was almoſt frantic 


with joy. After ſome refreſhment, we 


prepared to quit the domain long pol- 
ſeſſed by our parents. But her Lady- 


thip, perfectly conſidering every cir- 


cumſtance, informed me, that as ſhe 
muſt have an additional ſervant, if 1 


choſe to retain the one we had, the chil- 


her 


OF FELICITY. 197 


her the preference. This being ſettled * 
orders were given for packing up our 


cloaths, &c. on the following day. 


Thus you ſee, my dear friend, how 
wonderfully Providence interpoſed in 
our behalf, When we returned to my 
Lord's, he was waiting to receive us, 
and as ſoon as my Lady introduced the 
children to him, they clung about him, 
and with the moſt endearing prattle of 
youthful innocence melted into tears 
this venerable Nobleman. Theſe good 
friends were ſo highly delighted with 
the talk of theſe little folks, that they 
would not ſuffer me to check them; 
having each one on their knee, and de- 
claring themſelves perfectly happy with 
infants ſo peculiarly placed by Provi- 


SS: under. 
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dence under their care.—Oh, my friend, 
how can I deſcribe my feelings on this 
occaſion !—only a heart like your's can 


conceive them. 


I ſent for Mr. Wiſeman, who I ac- 
quainted with my happy fituation, and 
adviſed with him about the diſpoſition 
of my affairs. We agreed to ſell the 
furniture of the "houſe, ſaving only a 
few valuables and family pictures. This 


being done, my whole family became 


tenants under the roof of theſe beſt of 


people; and under the joint tuition of 


his Lordſhip and Mr. Spicer, I ſoon 
became, as they were pleaſed to call 
me a dutiful ſon and faithful ſervant,—- 
Certain it is, I made every effort to ob- 
tain their good opinion, and their par- 

tial 
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tiality overlooked my imperfections.— 
I found my Lord univerſally benevo- 
lent ; all his and her Ladyſhip's ſtudy 
was to promote the benefit of the indi- 


gent and afflicted; none who deſerved ' 


relief were proſcribed from receiving 


of their munificence. . 


About this time my Lord was pro- 


jecting a plan for a ſchool for the ge- 


neral uſe of the children of poor pa- 
rents reſident on his manor, which is 
very extenſive. . His object was to 
cloath, board, and educate fuch as 
were admitted; and, young as I .was, . 


he did me the honour to conſult: me on 


the ſubject. My Lord, Mr., Spicer, 


and myſelf, were each to produce a 
plan at a given period. I have not the 


K 4 vanity 
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vanity to ſuppoſe mine was ſuperior to 
theirs; but ſuch was their goodneſs, 


that they adopted my plan, and imme- 


diately put it in execution; and I am 
fully perſuaded their aim was only to 
excite emulation in me; for, inſpired 
as it were by their approbation, I ex- 
erted myſelf with unremitting aſſiduity, 
chat neither my labour nor their good- 
neſs ſhould be in vain. Happily it was 
accompliſhed before I reached my 
eighteenth year, to the great ſatisfac- 


non of his Lordſhip. But though I had 
all the merit, yet no aſſiſtance of his, 


or Mr. Spicer's, which they could give, 


without ſeeming to interrupt my. plan, 
was ever wanting. You have ſeen my 


juvenile trial; yet as you wiſh me to be 


particular, I will give you the plan. 
Ga The 
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The center 1s the Chapel, for morn· 
ing and evening prayers, which are- 
read by the maſter; it is up one ſtory z; 
underneath is ſpacious ſchool room, di- 
vided by railing into equal parts; the 
one ſide for boys, the other for girls; : 
the wing to the right of the building i is 
appropriated for the maſter's uſe, that 
to the left for che miſtreſs; they are 
allowed a ſalary of forty pounds each, 
with coal. and candle. On each fide 
there are ten tenements, for the ac- 
commodation of twenty infirm people 
of both ſexes, who are attended by the 
elder children of the ſchools. The front 
is an extenſive play ground, railed like 
the ſchool- room, which as they are 
open, does not. prevent the communi- 


cation, though it. ſeparates them from 
K 5 each 
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each other. Behind there is a large 
kitchen-garden, and a manufactory, in 


which ſeveral buſineſſes are carried on, 


wherein the children, according to their 


capacities, are employed; the girls 


about three hours in the morning, the 


boys four in the afternoon. Here they 


manufacture their own cloaths and lin- 


nen, and almoſt every article which is 


worn by the poor of the village; this 


enables his Lordſhip to extend his be- 


nevolence much farther; than if he was | 
to keep them without that induſtry.— 
The girls are taken by turns to aſſiſt in 


the houſehold work, which renders 


more than the matron, who 1s appoint- 


ed, at thirty pounds a year, to manage 
the domeſtic concerns, unneceſſary.— 


On Sundays they dine in public. 
Ve Their 
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Their garden yields them plenty of 
vegetables; their cows ſupply them 
with milk; and, in ſhort, they have in 
their little community, a ſmall farm, in 
which the boys are occaſtonally em- 
ployed, in digging the ground, and 
every other requiſite of huſbandry ; ſo 
that when of age to leave the ſchool, 
they are capable of earning their living, 


Such are the particulars of the ſchool, 

I now proceed to inform -you of the 
manner of living of my Lord and Lady. 
—Poſſeſſed of about ten thouſand 
pounds a year fortune, they live in an 

hoſpitable manner at about half that 
ſum; but having a compleat farm, his 
revenue derives great benefit from it. 
Thoſe people who are unable to work 
are 
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are placed in the apartments I men- 
tioned, where they are provided with 
every comfortable neceſſary from his 
Lordſhip's table, and even luxuries: 
when needful. On a Sunday he dines 
early, and that in the ſervants” hall, 
| where a ſurpriſing profuſion of roaſt 
beef, boiled mutton, and puddings, is 
provided; to which all the family ſit 
down, with the Steward, Houſekeeper, 
Butler, Lady's maid, and, in ſhort, all 
the upper ſervants, to partake of this 
weekly meal, which they often declare 
to be the beſt they make. They fit a. 
very ſhort time; and on their retiring,. 
the doors of an anti- chamber are thrown: 
open, when the other ſervants, with as: 
many of the villagers as chuſe to come, 
fit dowa to dinner, at which. the cook. 
preſides. 
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preſides. When they have done the re- 
mainder is divided among their fami- 
lies, and a horn of ale given to each. 
Thanks is then returned by his Lord- 
fhip's ſecond Chaplain, who attends for 
the purpoſe. The greateſt order and 
decorum is preſerved throughout, leſt 

a breach of it ſhould forfeit them this 
valuable privilege. It 1s needleſs to - 
mention our private exerciſes on that 
day, you having already expreſſed your 
approbation of them. ; 


Thus, my friend, did I proſper, and, 
together with my ſiſters, daily grow 1n 


favour ; quitting their infantine ſimpli- 


City, they ſoon learnt to venerate theſe 
beſt of benefactors. My Lady had a 
principal hand in their education, and 

2 Mr. 
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Mr. Spicer taught them the languages, 
in which, I am proud to ſay, they are 
not a little profictent. Our ſchool was 
ſoon filled, and children were taken in 
at four years old, which afforded great 
relief to their poor parents. His Lord- 
ſhip, in order to excite emulation among 
theſe young ſcholars, cauſed ſome trifle 
to be given every Monday to the.. one 
who beſt went through the week's exer⸗ 
ciſes. This produced the defired effect, 
for they, in general, did credit to their 
teachers. | 


His Lordſhip and Lady are both 
great advocates for matrimony ; and, 
for a number of years have given a mar- 
riage portion to four couple of geod 
character who might apply for it; and 


at 
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at the Eaſter receſs, if more than that 
number offer, they are voted for, tho' 
ſeldom any are rejected. They never 
receive leſs than fifty pounds, and if 


there be but four couple, more. 


The cuſtom is thus: At Eaſter, my 
Lord gives a ball at his own room to 
| as many as chooſe to ſend for tickets, 

: for which no one pays leſs than half a 

guinea; and as everyone pays, he gives 

no particular invitations ; but there are 
few of the gentry within forty or fifty 
miles who do not attend. The names 
ſent are entered in a book, and the 
whole ſubſcription equally divided 
among thoſe for whom it is raiſed. If 
it amounts to leſs than fifty pounds 
each, bis Lordſhip makes up the ſum. 
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This, indeed, ſeldom happens, as they 
often ſhare near one hundred pounds 
each. Supper, and every refreſhment, 
is given at his Lordſhip's ſole expence, 
and beds are provided for as many as 
wiſh to ſtay the night. Do 


Such is the annual marriage feſtival, 
which has for its end domeſtic happi- 
neſs and conjugal love; for by means 
of this little dowry, they are enabled 
to begin the world with decency and 
induſtry When an increaſe of family 
takes place, on notice being given to 
her Ladyſhip, my ſiſters are employed 
in providing every kind of neceſſary for 
the young ſtrangers, as alſo for che 
mother during her confinement. One 
or other of them viſits every day, and 


the Doctor of the village is paid yearly . 
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for his attendance. Every one within 
its boundary is happy and ſatisfied with 
their condition, and hence has it juſtly 
acquired its preſent name—The Vale of 
Felicity, | 


My fiſters were introduced to this 
kind of viſitation as ſoon as her Lady- 
ſhip thought it decent to take children 
with her, and they ſoon became adepts 


in the art of nurſing. Thus glides on 


our time, year after year, in acts of 


| benevolence to our fellow-creatures,— 
When I came of age, the event was ce- 
lebrated with as much feſtivity as on a 
recent occafion, though not ſo much 


joy to me, in receiving Heaven's pureſt 


gift in the perſon of your amiable 
ſiſter, 


L My 
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My benefactors at this time wiſhed 
me to begin houſekeeping; but which 
I, however, declined till Matilda at- 
tained her eighteenth year, when I. 
commenced maſter of a family, and. 
continued ſo two years, till you, my 


friend came and interrupted our regu- 


larity, by perfecting our bliſs. 


I need repeat no more; and hope 
your pardon, if I have been too prodi-- 


gal of my own or ſiſters' merit. I am: 


certain I have not done juſtice, to thoſe 
exalted characters, under whole: patro- 


nage and protection both me and my 
ſiſters have been ſo honourably reared.. 


Words would weakly expreſs the ſenſe _ 


1 have of the obligation—of their me- 


rits, and of my own unworthineſs. 
| Ever. 


* 
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Ever ſhall a grateful recollection of 
their unnumbered kindneſſes dwell in 
my heart—when we were poor and un- 
friended, they cheriſhed and ſupported 
us—they ſhielded us young and tender 
ſhrubs from the blights of misfortune 
and adverſity, and happily tranfplanted 
us into a real Vale of Felicity. 


Your's ſincerely, 


T. MITFORD. 


END or THE VIRST VOLUME. 
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